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NORTHERN SPIRIT
REGIONAL COUNCIL

- THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

i

News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region.

If you have news or events to share, please write a short description,
with a clear headline and a link to more information,
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca.
Check out our local events calendar, and submit your own community events!

Family News

¥ Celebrating a Covenant! September 20, Mill Woods, Edmonton

Mill Wood's United Church (Edmonton)is very happy to welcome Rev. William Brook as
our new Minister. We will be holding a Covenanting Service on September 20, 2026
at 10:30 a.m. Our church is located at 15 Grand Meadow Crescent in Mill

Woods. Please join us for the service and luncheon afterwards. We ask that if you plan
to stay for lunch, please contact our church office to confirm (780-463-2202

or mwucl@telus.net ) to help us plan accordingly. Thank you.

% Regional update on the Alberta referendum: Letter of Support from the

Moderator
The Moderator has sent a letter to all communities of faith via the Regional Council.

This letter is available to read on our website: the English version is here.
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La Modératrice envoie une lettre en soutien a toutes communautés de foi en conseils
régional Chinook Winds & Northern Spirit. Cette lettre est publiée sur notre site

web: version francaise ici.

Planning to support the Regional Council’s engagement with the October 19 Alberta
referendum continued through the summer; here is the update. Here is the link to the
Region’s position; a reminder that this position does not dictate to communities of faith,
but is rather a position that recommends and explains a course of action. All
communities of faith are invited to engage the process of learning and listening as we
prepare for both the Alberta referendum and its ongoing effects after the vote.

A task group to guide Northern Spirit’s response started meeting in July. Members:
Mickey Wilson, Ryley, AB; Lana Whiskeyjack, Saddle Lake Cree Nation, Edmonton,

AB; Paul Douglas Walfall, Edmonton, AB,; George Mafuleka, L/loydminster, AB, Lorne
Gushue, Yellowknife, NWT,; Gail Allan, Edmonton, AB. Staff support: Julie Graham.

All of us are encouraged to help ensure as many people as possible vote. Some people,
including those affected directly by the referendum questions, are not eligible to vote.
And of course, the entire country, including our BC and NWT family members, is
affected by this vote.

% 2027 Mission and Service Grants - Deadline to Apply October 5

The Regional Council Executive and the Mission and Ministry Grants Committee are
looking ahead to considering applications for Grants to support the mission and ministry
of Communities of Faith in 2027. To apply for Mission and Service Grants (*formerly
called Mission Support Grants) fill out the Application Form with all required information
and supporting documents. Submit the Application by October 5, 2026 by email

to northernspirit@united-church.ca. To help you in organizing the required information,
there is a checklist posted to our website as well. All documents are available at this link
on our website, under the "Regional Council" dropdown. Please

contact NorthernSpirit@united-church.ca with any questions or concerns.

% Campus United @ UofA

Campus United is pleased to announce that we've launched at the University of Alberta.
Campus United offers a space for members of the university community to find
friendship and explore faith in an inclusive and supportive community. Please pray for
all faculty, students, and admin staff as they begin the fall semester. If you'd like to
support post-secondary students, please consider sharing treats for our gatherings. For
more information, contact kguenthertrautwein@united-church.ca.

* Stay up-to-date with news and resources for First Third Ministry. Click here to sign up
for the F3 newsletter.

% Did You Know: Alberta Covenant Health Community Clergy Partnership
Program Update
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Covenant Health Alberta recently sent out a Community Clergy Partnership Program
Update. This program allows churches to apply for parking placards for clergy members
visiting Covenant Health sites to support members of their faith community. Full details
and application materials on our website!

% UCW Fall Rally, September 12, St. Albert

2026 Fall Rally to be held on Saturday, September 12, 2026. Registration will be from
9:30-10am. Given the many changes in our current world, our theme is “Hope in our
Changing World” with guest speaker, Rev. Chelsea Masterman of Grace United Church
in Edmonton. The Rally will be held at St. Albert United Church @ 20 Green Grove Drive
in St. Albert. For full details click here to read the letter invitation.

% St. Andrew’s College and Lutheran Theological Seminary are seeking a
Transitional President to provide leadership as the two schools become one
institution. Applications are open until September 20, 2026. Learn more about the
role and view the full posting at: https://standrews.ca/lead-the-creation-of-a-
new...

% Regional Connection Event: Camrose, October 24-25, 2026

The next Region Connect Gathering will be held in Camrose, AB, on October 24 & 25,
2026. All are invited to this space of connection and discussion, with a special
Celebration of Ministry worship service on Sunday the 25th. Registration is now open
for this event, with a registration deadline of October 1st. Full details on our website.
(Please note that these connection events are planned to be ongoing and moving
around the different parts of our Region. If this time or place doesn’t work for you, stay
tuned! Our next connection gathering is being planned for Spring 2027).

Wider Church News & Resources

% Latest Indigenous church news

The Living Into Right Relations national newsletter is out, and it details a lot of deeply
important recent work in the Indigenous Church within the United Church, and amongst
allies on the truth and reconciliation path. Please have a read and share.

% General Council Nominations open

New opportunities to serve on national United Church committees and bodies will be
posted on September 2. The upcoming opportunities include: The Manual
Committee; Academic Awards and Scholarships Sub-Committee; General Council 46
Equity Support Team; Indigenous Justice Advisory Group; Interfaith Committee on
Chaplaincy; Roman Catholic—United Church Dialogue; Candidacy Boards; Response


https://northernspiritrc.ca/did-you-know-alberta-covenant-health-community-clergy-partnership-program/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/did-you-know-alberta-covenant-health-community-clergy-partnership-program/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Letter-of-Invitation-to-Fall-Fair-2026-2.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstandrews.ca%2Flead-the-creation-of-a-new-theological-school%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnorthernspirit%40united-church.ca%7C56105d3aa544409554f408df07cb4bed%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639238242473885983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fhr1O0Cd0gDY1x9r%2BZR0F5i6DK6UnLKf5JNjQ0xmzKY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstandrews.ca%2Flead-the-creation-of-a-new-theological-school%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cnorthernspirit%40united-church.ca%7C56105d3aa544409554f408df07cb4bed%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639238242473885983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fhr1O0Cd0gDY1x9r%2BZR0F5i6DK6UnLKf5JNjQ0xmzKY%3D&reserved=0
https://form.jotform.com/262324787974270
https://form.jotform.com/262324787974270
https://northernspiritrc.ca/event/regional-connection-event-camrose-fall-2026/
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/living-into-right-relations-4755949?e=64b50ba4e0

Committee; Remedial Committee. All details are on the national Opportunities
page. The deadline to submit nominations or expressions of
interest is Wednesday, October 14, 2026. Please share!

% National Day of Truth and Reconciliation/ Orange Shirt Day supports
September 30 is the National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, and Sunday October 4 is
the national day in support of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two
Spirit people. We've prepared some resources and reminders; your presence and good
words in the community are important. Please do what you can in your context

to honour these days, survivors, and all our relations.

Migrant Justice Announcement

Who is my neighbour? The Gospel call us to an expansive view of our neighbourhoods.
When you think of who your neighbour is, who comes to mind? Stats Canada

reports that currently there are over 2.5 million non-permanent residents like temporary
workers and students living in Canada. Loving our neighbour includes supporting our
migrant neighbours. As we look to the vision of Toward 2035, to become an
increasing multiracial and intercultural church we see migrant justice as a central part
of our witness as a deep, bold, and daring church. Read more about the Migrant Justice
Network, including dates for two fall sessions. Want to explore more ways your
community of faith can live into the vision of Toward 2035? Contact Jordan Cantwell
(jcantwell@united-church.ca), your regional Growth and Stewardship Animator, for
more information.

NEW Stewardship in Worship Resources for 2026

The July-December Stewardship Seconds and Offering Invitations and Prayers are now
available! Created to correspond to seasonal themes from Pentecost to Advent, these
worship resources will help your community of faith center a spirit of generosity in
worship.

For more great resources visit the Stewardship in Worship webpage or contact your
Growth and Stewardship Animator: Jordan Cantwell jcantwell@united-church.ca

In Case You Missed It...

Here from the Beginning exhibit coming to our Region: Consider hosting!
Black people have played a significant role in the history of The United Church of
Canada, but their stories have often gone untold. As we move through our 101st year,
we invite you to join us in bringing these stories to life. Here from the Beginning is

a bilingual French and English physical exhibition and an online experience. The in-
person exhibit of 25 stand up banners is traveling across Western Canada throughout
Fall 2026 and early 2027, hosted by United Churches in partnership with their
communities and community groups.

Consider being a host or come out and support other hosts with your
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presence! This is an opportunity to work alongside Black communities and historians,
francophones, museums, schools, and much more. It's your chance to uncover
community stories that need listeners. Join us for this celebration of faith, history, and
community. Please contact Julie Graham, regional minister, for more information, a
guide for planners, funding support, and more: jgraham@united-church.ca

You can alsouse this formto express interest, share plans, and request funding.

Stewardship: Tired of deficits, endless fundraisers and no time to focus on
anything but the budget?

You need a new approach to stewardship! See what happens when your church shifts
its focus from managing budgets to building a culture of gratitude and generosity
rooted in your sense of call and purpose as disciples of Jesus.

The United Church series, Called to Be the Church: The Journey, offers a variety of
courses to help your community of faith strengthen your stewardship practices.
Stewardship is about so much more than money and fundraising. Learn how to shift
your congregation’s mindset from one of scarcity to abundance. Click here for more
details and an overview of course options.

Worship Resources:
See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations.

Fifteenth after Pentecost - September 6, 2026

Creation Time 1 - September 13, 2026

Creation Time 2 - September 20, 2026

World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel - September 20, 2026
Creation Time 3 - September 27, 2026

Orange Shirt Sunday - September 27, 2026

* dlick here to access Northern Spirit's 2026 Prayer Cycle

e Click here to access past Newsletter issues

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office
8510 95 Ave NW Edmonton Alberta
1-587-407-0330
northernspirit@united-church.ca

www.nhorthernspiritrc.ca
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Past newsletter issues are archived on our website; catch up here. If someone forwarded you this newsletter and
you want to subscribe to the Northern Spirit newsletter yourself, join our mailing list here. If you'd like to know more
about Northern Spirit staff and ministries, visit our website: https://NorthernSpiritRC.ca/.
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