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News from the Region:  August 18, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 
If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 

with a clear headline and a link to more information,  
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 

Check out our local events calendar, and submit your own community events! 
 

Family News 
 
★ Introduction to the Alberta referendum and United Church 
responses, Wednesday September 2, 6:30-8:00 p.m., follow ed by coffee hour 
conversation 8:00-8:30, online 
Join Northern Spirit and Chinook Winds Regional Councils for a Zoom community 
conversation and learning space on the 19 October 2026 Alberta referendum. We will: 
learn about the origins of the referendum; explore the ten questions and their 
implications; look at Northern Spirit Regional Council’s position and why it was taken; 
have a look at resources and learning spaces; and share in questions and conversation. 
Everyone welcome. Regional Council delegates, all ministry personnel, Board chairs and 
members, and congregational communicators are especially requested to 
attend. Please register at this link.  / Full details on our website. 
 

https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northern-spirit-regional-council-news-2025-0108?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://form.jotform.com/262235548621255
https://northernspiritrc.ca/event/introduction-to-the-alberta-referendum-and-united-church-responses/
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★ Save the Date: Region Connect Gathering 
The next Region Connect Gathering will be held in Camrose, AB, on October 24 & 25, 
2026. Registration will be opening very soon, but for now save the date for this 
gathering! 
 
 
Wider Church News & Resources  
 

★ NEW Stewardship in Worship Resources for 2026 
The July-December Stewardship Seconds and Offering Invitations and Prayers are now 
available! Created to correspond to seasonal themes from Pentecost to Advent, these 
worship resources will help your community of faith center a spirit of generosity in 
worship. 
For more great resources visit the Stewardship in Worship webpage or contact your 
Growth and Stewardship Animator: Jordan Cantwell jcantwell@united-church.ca  
 
★ Stewardship: Tired of deficits, endless fundraisers and no time to focus on 
anything but the budget? 
You need a new approach to stewardship! See what happens when your church shifts 
its focus from managing budgets to building a culture of gratitude and generosity 
rooted in your sense of call and purpose as disciples of Jesus. 
The United Church series, Called to Be the Church: The Journey, offers a variety of 
courses to help your community of faith strengthen your stewardship practices. 
Stewardship is about so much more than money and fundraising. Learn how to shift 
your congregation’s mindset from one of scarcity to abundance. Click here for more 
details and an overview of course options. 
 
★ Becoming an Intercultural Church, Wednesdays October 14 - November 
25, online 
The Becoming an Intercultural Church course on CHURCHx is designed for communities 
of faith who are, or hope to become more culturally diverse.  Diversity can be a huge 
strength for communities of faith, but diversity is not the same thing as 
interculturality.  It requires care and intentionality to build a church environment that 
enables folks from diverse backgrounds and cultures to truly feel like they belong and 
are able to offer their unique gifts to the life of the congregation. What does it mean 
to become a truly intercultural church? Explore this question through Becoming an 
Intercultural Church, an online course led by Rev. Dr. Hyuk Cho. Wednesdays, from 
October 14–November 25, 2026  /  6:00–7:30 PM ET. Join individually or 
participate with a congregational team to bring the learning and conversation back to 
your local community. More information and Registration. 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-06%2Fstewardship-seconds-july-dec-2026.docx&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cf63092fcab1e42fdfbf708dedeca8889%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639193158633778777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u8%2BTOchI7Tpuq54I3uDtE9mKI1k1iUMQT9Rv5qR8Rds%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2026-06%2Foffering-invitations-prayers-july-dec-2026.docx&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cf63092fcab1e42fdfbf708dedeca8889%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639193158633820546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7RplcdE6mFPHQhODp23bkB4uw8%2Fwy%2BoRFR5KVBHzuuA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.ca%2Fworship-theme%2Fstewardship-worship&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cf63092fcab1e42fdfbf708dedeca8889%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639193158633853391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Y8a4BbpXiRGllCLB7%2B2l9XinpdXDTWzyrn9CRVyEw8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jcantwell@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Aug-2026-Stewardship-starter.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Aug-2026-Stewardship-starter.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F1cnFGbtsUCP%3Fe%3Deee8e38f99%26c2id%3D97e5f5f9a403221b9de99c40dacb1992%26m%3D2qNvrah3IQ0BFRBI-vs68QU3N4OLyaVN1tvIccFNBaVAlfW5YoAZbLVCHxGc&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C11d846bfd3314e3c01f508def4ae9638%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639217227866389506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yLTIVgfJ4R9BMSbughdUBlFpoXIxq%2B9%2Ba3IyOW4GJ6E%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F1cnFGbtsUCP%3Fe%3Deee8e38f99%26c2id%3D97e5f5f9a403221b9de99c40dacb1992%26m%3D2qNvrah3IQ0BFRBI-vs68QU3N4OLyaVN1tvIccFNBaVAlfW5YoAZbLVCHxGc&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C11d846bfd3314e3c01f508def4ae9638%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639217227866389506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yLTIVgfJ4R9BMSbughdUBlFpoXIxq%2B9%2Ba3IyOW4GJ6E%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F9sncVOzrFZn%3Fe%3Deee8e38f99%26c2id%3D97e5f5f9a403221b9de99c40dacb1992%26m%3DruisLj8QlUiBa8WWLd12cLFFoNR-Xh1JMxL0GpFRtpvzKx0eSufDU5du7RLM&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C11d846bfd3314e3c01f508def4ae9638%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639217227866439209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tiMsoeqrD7JhmLNBTnPZC147KSepd2E7uwBX34J98Q4%3D&reserved=0
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Worship Resources:  
See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations. 
 
Thirteenth after Pentecost - August 23, 2026 
Fourteenth after Pentecost - August 30, 2026 
Fifteenth after Pentecost - September 6, 2026 
Creation Time 1 - September 13, 2026 
Creation Time 2 - September 20, 2026 
World Week for Peace in Palestine and Israel - September 20, 2026 
Creation Time 3 - September 27, 2026 
Orange Shirt Sunday - September 27, 2026 
 
* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2026 Prayer Cycle

 
• Click here to access past Newsletter issues 
 

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 
8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

1-587-407-0330 
northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 
 

Image credits: Photo by Emily Moynihan on Unsplash 
 

Past newsletter issues are archived on our website; catch up here. If someone forwarded you this newsletter and 
you want to subscribe to the Northern Spirit newsletter yourself, join our mailing list here. If you'd like to know more 

about Northern Spirit staff and ministries, visit our website: https:/ / NorthernSpiritRC.ca/ . 
 

Copyright © 2026 Northern Spirit Regional Council, All rights reserved. 
 

Click here to subscribe to receive this newsletter via email.  

https://united-church.ca/worship-resources?goal=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599&mc_cid=6a3e0202e3&mc_eid=cf6d5068f8&utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=6a3e0202e3-ES230307&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FOu25hcHYZwG%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3DoEF6vjDiRalz_baMCGCewbEw-0RzW8LmMfs2BoSMBIeOJbc8Kiisq0me_h0W&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664761458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OAgLuRN6TRMtOzJ%2Fbag45HTbcTrywe7r3qKfsd2XLJg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FEchf7ERhL3j%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3DU3vlC8ruMvtxaFy5yaWnv7q6E4jw8mBQS-ru-NsufWIrxKSmsC6GaoKlC20a&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664784862%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oEY1Aw7QMqAeoItDLRPgVr98S7bEGAgJ74gCvpfJVhA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F1WoTaTKhLhw%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3D2ZnFZZ_5_wQVqmFYHJ5xBN6gVIDJX9f4YjJahfyQiN21OxbOVVUXhKARanc4&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664808023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Txzc75%2F%2FR%2BU%2B3x%2FRoTl0Q8Xrl3FsHHfwSWAO16Duv4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FDiyjT2Rw92S%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3DVBlhmxO2zldwgq2G21b0m4oUwk6Y5YWiX-VGDTAMFI-mFBOmf0XZ-SYV9CAt&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664832289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=51WcRVqdP7jdVnSRuSdvRyWINSRemQqFv7y1ia8U8wA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2F4ET5BcjyWBY%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3Dd6NoGA7SOh1LDt51udZIOFN0BaBYmq9AqqOJNnLDVr5CIathf5wNQ5xiiunv&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664853283%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0XAoIU9AHdve1rRbe40UpbXXKlakODxIbMcbPYG8Rok%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2Fhv393nimqgk%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3D0uHOx2m-qBzYWzKNeYlHg-S5nvNI5UXV2f7XL1og1OMHRKTgDj0BxVTi8i_-&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664885685%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Bp26M9o8cbu4unqAUc9p%2B8T48uzpGBSsrbX3EbCLH9o%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FInAkcIN_0nR%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3DG7lgeb-Kq1-XPPaBmDlGjBu9biPWtj6PhxbOOL8SSY4Hy0_4KmMgo2YjZS59&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664906604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XcVfsqT3HekfPcbaORrQAcUCZojhePuehPeBWQk9I58%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FfthwVlQFpl5%3Fe%3D65d3c34074%26c2id%3D2be3a2783024addbe180599740d3c23b%26m%3DF2tTFpSlB_8OMsUgM32PxhAmNLabg0NQGHJJpv_odFPP0cW9OLraks5pI8aj&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cdaeff473cdb64cbef2d108def7cb47e2%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639220649664928378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vo%2Ftmsmb7PjW4A0S4KLHdFhvHmPS22ip6Y9nGptD7xw%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2026.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2026.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
https://unsplash.com/@ejmmoynihan?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/orange-coneflowers-in-green-garden-TsjjIGdOa_c?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus.list-manage.com%2FjnL9tgLkmIZ%3Fe%3Db6649db001%26c2id%3D9911f836bf681521cba07ca7f3dbde58&data=05%7C02%7Cjgraham%40united-church.ca%7C3fdf3079f7e6451762fd08dece4d088d%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639175027457369500%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iKXJjxPccOqNMnoWjEGcXjqO3BE3eAV0u%2By6wZlUb34%3D&reserved=0
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup
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