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News from the Region:  February 18, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 

If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 
with a clear headline and a link to more information,  

and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 
Check out our local events calendar, and submit your own community events! 

 
Family News 
 

♥ We celebrate with St. David’s United in Leduc, AB, as they celebrate their church 
becoming officially Affirming! 🌈🌈 They will be celebrating this designation on March 15 
at 10:30 a.m.. 

★ Welcome Rev. Sarah Giles, Stewardship Support! 
Sarah has jumped in to help communities of faith with their stewardship needs while 
Vicki Nelson is on leave. Sarah is the navigator for all aspects of community of faith 
stewardship, including annual giving programs, year-round stewardship, planned giving 
and more. Sarah’s waiting to help steer you in the direction that is best for your 
community of faith, and to help you to journey through conversations about 

https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northern-spirit-regional-council-news-2025-0108?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/event/affirm-celebration/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/event/affirm-celebration/
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stewardship. To book a meeting with Sarah click here  and choose Book Sarah Giles for 
a 30 minute Stewardship conversation. 
Read Sarah's full bio on our website. Sarah has also shared this Sharing Is Caring: 
Stewardship Thoughts poster, which includes links to resources and upcoming events.  
 
★ Register now for the Regional Connection Event, April 25 and 26, Grande 
Prairie 
The Regional Council is travelling to you! The weekend of April 25 and 26, all of 
Northern Spirit is invited to join us in Grande Prairie for a time of connection, learning, 
and worshipping. More details are now available on our website, and you can register to 
attend this event here. (Future connection events are also in planning, for those not 
neighbouring Grande Prairie or those who can’t attend in April.) We look forward to 
gathering this Spring! 
 

 
Wider Church News & Resources  
 
★ Black History Month: Here From the Beginning and other resources 
Here From the Beginning: Unveiled last year as a Centennial project, Here from the 
Beginning is an in-person and virtual exhibition that showcases the contributions and 
experiences of Black people within the United Church, amplifying voices that have long 
been overshadowed. It is a celebration of faith, history, and community. Learn more 
and explore the exhibition online. 
Explore additional resources for Black History Month and anti-racism work 
throughout the year on the GC website. 
 
★ Resource now available: Moderator's Easter Message 
The Moderator's Easter Message is now available for pre-viewing and pre-planning. 
Access it along with use guidelines in this letter from the United Church. 
 
★ Lent series: Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator 
Now Playing — Episode 1: Pancakes with Anna and Hanah . Join us for the debut 
episode of Kitchen Conversations with the Moderator, a new six-part series exploring 
faith, food, and the power of inviting one another to the table, hosted by The Right 
Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath.   
 
The Moderator's PIE Day message: now available 
Every year, on March 14th The United Church of Canada celebrates National Affirming 
PIE Day. This year for PIE Day 2026, we celebrate every kind of creator—woodcutters, 
crocheters, gardeners, and bakers—who help weave connections in our 
communities. Access the Moderator's PIE Day video in advance and review release 
information at this link. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutlook.office.com%2Fbookwithme%2Fuser%2Fac403557adc14199b9aae7b2d620103a%40united-church.ca%2Fmeetingtype%2FvOE5ZtFZPkazRrOY1r9dpw2%3Fanonymous%26ismsaljsauthenabled%26ep%3Dmlink&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C78bf7b5b78a2479128fa08de6a7fd718%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639065294469480870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WV2vCxWOYxgdHJeEWC9KC7pUsR7xgTtJl6hW0ooz8E8%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/welcome-rev-sarah-giles-stewardship-support/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/02-17-Sharing-is-Caring-REV.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/02-17-Sharing-is-Caring-REV.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/regional-connection-event-grande-prairie-april-2026/
https://form.jotform.com/260345047638257
https://form.jotform.com/260345047638257
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D5be9b6e656%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C994ce15967234b9df53108de634f6726%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639057389898236918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MAQgi1I7VmYagpZ3IjOf2MbRDBTEibnf0Vq%2BiFV%2BTak%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D5be9b6e656%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C994ce15967234b9df53108de634f6726%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639057389898236918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MAQgi1I7VmYagpZ3IjOf2MbRDBTEibnf0Vq%2BiFV%2BTak%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D788c31c82b%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C994ce15967234b9df53108de634f6726%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639057389898256028%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=663BAC%2Fh8y22zEkbprUwLnmp7iLx9%2FCkp6aHdUdRKWo%3D&reserved=0
https://herefromthebeginning.ca/?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=02a42b7cee-ES_260113_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3c3b6f8241-190009120&goal=0_53a49c9e28-02a42b7cee-190009120&mc_cid=02a42b7cee&mc_eid=65d3c34074
https://herefromthebeginning.ca/?utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=02a42b7cee-ES_260113_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-3c3b6f8241-190009120&goal=0_53a49c9e28-02a42b7cee-190009120&mc_cid=02a42b7cee&mc_eid=65d3c34074
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D031e7301d1%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C247530886c924024ecf108de68e00ae4%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639063508650998565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oLla8IyFX7H1MO6oFweOJP93%2FnPen81HCOVho%2BxdOdg%3D&reserved=0
https://public-can.mkt.dynamics.com/api/v1.0/orgs/b4a47df1-9224-4e0b-82a4-9d67ce04b865/channels/mails/vib/fc468264-9abe-ed11-83fe-000d3a09ca6a_c33ab187-e008-f111-8406-7ced8da5dd77_3a71a4ac-de26-7b21-f7fb-63827e3ed612_db7e8586-2a08-f111-8406-7ced8da5dd77?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=260214_Moderator%20Easter%20Message%20English%20and%20French&utm_content=260213_Easter%20Moderator%20Message#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=a2e813a8-f6e6-4333-b140-a057cdd90000
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Da3342f1b3d%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C5bd79679f82a4934b93d08de6e63c474%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639069571993650256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A4tm8sX03DZsR0BfI1fwPeLjkU1zuht1sxW5hf4yaYI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Da3342f1b3d%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C5bd79679f82a4934b93d08de6e63c474%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639069571993650256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A4tm8sX03DZsR0BfI1fwPeLjkU1zuht1sxW5hf4yaYI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D4b02f3716d%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C5bd79679f82a4934b93d08de6e63c474%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639069571993676868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A49BHEjER4%2BvJpbi9DnA%2FJjixp5c8iIbM7DaI2iQhbQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D8a0679ab6b%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C5bd79679f82a4934b93d08de6e63c474%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639069571993698057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7K7OWThC5whDAXcxiXU%2BIUDQEw1Ibn9hLHPrHfFpdc%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D8a0679ab6b%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C5bd79679f82a4934b93d08de6e63c474%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639069571993698057%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7K7OWThC5whDAXcxiXU%2BIUDQEw1Ibn9hLHPrHfFpdc%3D&reserved=0
https://public-can.mkt.dynamics.com/api/v1.0/orgs/b4a47df1-9224-4e0b-82a4-9d67ce04b865/channels/mails/vib/fc468264-9abe-ed11-83fe-000d3a09ca6a_7cbfc3d9-effd-f011-8407-70a8a50f306f_552c9b1b-f304-c596-4258-d536c61ddf4f_36cf0569-26fd-f011-8406-70a8a50f359a?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=260130_Moderator%20PIE%20Message%20English%20ONLY&utm_content=260130_English_PIE%20day#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=9526b41b-b2c5-4525-9f48-2109d1b10300
https://public-can.mkt.dynamics.com/api/v1.0/orgs/b4a47df1-9224-4e0b-82a4-9d67ce04b865/channels/mails/vib/fc468264-9abe-ed11-83fe-000d3a09ca6a_7cbfc3d9-effd-f011-8407-70a8a50f306f_552c9b1b-f304-c596-4258-d536c61ddf4f_36cf0569-26fd-f011-8406-70a8a50f359a?utm_source=Dynamics%20365%20Customer%20Insights%20-%20Journeys&utm_medium=email&utm_term=N%2FA&utm_campaign=260130_Moderator%20PIE%20Message%20English%20ONLY&utm_content=260130_English_PIE%20day#msdynmkt_trackingcontext=9526b41b-b2c5-4525-9f48-2109d1b10300


3 
 

 
Faithful Footprints: 2026 Funding Cycle Opens 
The Faithful Footprints Grant supports United Church  communities of faith in making 
decarbonization upgrades to their buildings.  Grants of up to $20,000 are available to 
help reduce fossil fuel use and  greenhouse gas emissions while strengthening long-
term sustainability. The 2026 funding cycle opens January 28, 2026, 
with  Expressions of Interest accepted beginning that date. Learn more about 
eligibility, timelines, and how to apply on the Faithful Footprints Grant webpage.  

 

In Case You Missed It... 
Resource: Description of Lay Representative Role 
As many churches prepare to hold annual meetings and elect Lay Representatives to 
the Council, the Executive has prepared a document outlining the purpose and 
responsibilities of this role. Click here to view this document (pdf), and share with 
anyone in your community considering or taking on this important role. 
 
Toward 2035 Strategy Resources Now Available 
Toward 2035 (T2035) is a hopeful, church-wide strategy designed to guide us toward a 
future that is resilient, inspired, and diverse. This strategy is grounded in the truth of 
our emerging reality and compelled by our continued call to discipleship. To include 
people in the pews in this vital conversation, a new resource page has been developed. 
Please use these resources in your communities and share them widely.  
 
2026 Annual Declaration – Now Open 
The portal for completing the 2026 Annual Declaration is now open on ChurchHub. 
All ministry personnel (active, voluntary associates, and retired), including candidates, 
are required to complete the annual declaration before April 30 in order to remain in 
compliance with United Church standards for ministry personnel and to maintain 
eligibility for calls, appointments, and licenses for sacraments and marriages. 
Access the declaration by logging on to ChurchHub:  https://churchhub.ca/.  
Once logged on, you will need to: 

• Declare whether you have had any criminal charges in the past year 
• Attest that you have reviewed the Creating Safe and Respectful Environments 

Policy and Procedures 
• Attest that you have reviewed the Ethical Standards and Standards of Practice 

for Ministry Personnel 

Follow this link for a guide to assist you in this task or contact Laura Fouhse, Vocational 
Minister, for assistance. 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D35d1eb8519%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C8998f0461b4c4818315508de5dd46cf5%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639051364217267783%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rf%2BhJ3wgKId2t7%2FFcL%2Bg3it78cLWXlQFa2iRqrHT39M%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/NSRC-Lay-Representative-from-Communities-of-Faith.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dc33012035e%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca79959ae5ac142ac7b6708de3cc9c213%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639015034453758394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ql8RkTUEwS%2BkMskDTBYJpb71%2BPpE0cRlcmnPt%2FHHGQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D31c8f70c8c%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca79959ae5ac142ac7b6708de3cc9c213%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639015034453802730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uITwWoH%2FVPLmJEZ8DdWzPBsdnMZdvsAsIMqFkiRG%2FqM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchurchhub.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cb6ec2924f46143fdebe008de5240959a%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639038634515781309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NdUZi0DltTnf6UmS2zpUrrARXHq8ALD9i7a7ur%2B4D5k%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fch.united-church.ca%2Fhc%2Fen-ca%2Farticles%2F7238703520141-How-to-Submit-Annual-Declaration&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cb6ec2924f46143fdebe008de5240959a%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639038634515811501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oibYRYDTvuz2GXIQPU6ZtRzsj%2BKofw9CxZGOuaiKZyw%3D&reserved=0
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Worship Resources:  
 
See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations. 
 
Ash Wednesday - February 18, 2026 
First Sunday in Lent - February 22, 2026 
Black History Month 4 - February 22, 2026 
Second Sunday in Lent - March 1, 2026 
World Day of Prayer - March 6, 2026 
International Women's Day - March 8, 2026 
National Affirming PIE Day - March 14, 2026 
Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 15, 2026 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination - March 21, 2026 
Earth Hour - March 22,2026 
Fifth Sunday in Lent - March 22, 2026 
 
* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2026 Prayer Cycle

 
• Click here to access past Newsletter issues 
 

 
 
 

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 
8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

1-587-407-0330 
northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 
 

Image credits: Moyers, Mike. Ash, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57140 [retrieved February 
18, 2026]. Original source: Mike Moyers, https://www.mikemoyersfineart.com/. 
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