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News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 
If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 

with a clear headline and a link to more information,  
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 

Check out our local events calendar, and submit your own community events! 
 
Family News 
 
♥ We are sad to share news of the death of Rev. Raymond Olsen, in 
December 2025. A celebration of Rev. Ray’s life will be held Saturday, February 7, 2026 
at 11:00 a.m. at Riverbend United Church, 14907 45 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB. Read 
his full obituary at this link. 
 
♥ 2026 marks the 50th Anniversary of Robert McClure United Church 
We will be hosting a Celebration Dinner with storytelling & music on Saturday January 
24, 2026 @ 5:30 p.m. The meal will be prepared by Homestead Catering. The cost of 
the dinner is $30.00/ person.  Tickets must be purchased by January 18th. There is 
limited seating. Tickets can be purchased by contacting the church office and payment 
by e-transfer to office@robertmcclurechurch.org. Please indicate when purchasing 

https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northern-spirit-regional-council-news-2025-0108?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://www.serenity.ca/obituaries/Raymond-Ole-Olsen?obId=46834999
https://www.serenity.ca/obituaries/Raymond-Ole-Olsen?obId=46834999
mailto:office@robertmcclurechurch.org
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tickets if Gluten Free or Vegan meals are preferred. There will also be a special worship 
service on Sunday January 25, 2026 with lunch to follow to continue our 
50th anniversary celebrations. We hope that you can join us for our celebrations. 
 
★ 2026 Annual Declaration – Now Open 
The portal for completing the 2026 Annual Declaration is now open on ChurchHub. 
All ministry personnel (active, voluntary associates, and retired), including candidates, 
are required to complete the annual declaration before April 30 in order to remain in 
compliance with United Church standards for ministry personnel and to maintain 
eligibility for calls, appointments, and licenses for sacraments and marriages. 
Access the declaration by logging on to ChurchHub:  https://churchhub.ca/.  
Once logged on, you will need to: 

• Declare whether you have had any criminal charges in the past year 
• Attest that you have reviewed the Creating Safe and Respectful Environments 

Policy and Procedures 
• Attest that you have reviewed the Ethical Standards and Standards of Practice 

for Ministry Personnel 

Follow this link for a guide to assist you in this task or contact Laura Fouhse, Vocational 
Minister, for assistance. 
 
★ Resource: Description of Lay Representative Role 
As many churches prepare to hold annual meetings and elect Lay Representatives to 
the Council, the Executive has prepared a document outlining the purpose and 
responsibilities of this role. Click here to view this document (pdf), and share with 
anyone in your community considering or taking on this important role. 
 
Financial administration update 
As announced before Christmas, from January to March, Heather Dootoff will be 
looking after year-end and the audits.  Rob Smith has begun as our new part-time 
Financial Administrator.  From Tuesday to Thursday, he can be reached 
at robertsmith@united-church.ca.  Questions related to budget and expenses can be 
directed to him – be certain to use his full name in order to reach him as there is 
another Rob Smith in the system.  Welcome aboard to both Heather and Rob!   
 
Northern Spirit Prayer Cycle for 2026 now available! 
The Northern Spirit prayer cycle for 2026 is now available at this link! This prayer cycle 
is created to ensure every congregation in our Region is held in prayer over the course 
of the year. Our prayer cycles are always linked on the Worship Resources page of our 
website. 
 
 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchurchhub.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cb6ec2924f46143fdebe008de5240959a%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639038634515781309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NdUZi0DltTnf6UmS2zpUrrARXHq8ALD9i7a7ur%2B4D5k%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fch.united-church.ca%2Fhc%2Fen-ca%2Farticles%2F7238703520141-How-to-Submit-Annual-Declaration&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cb6ec2924f46143fdebe008de5240959a%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639038634515811501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oibYRYDTvuz2GXIQPU6ZtRzsj%2BKofw9CxZGOuaiKZyw%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/NSRC-Lay-Representative-from-Communities-of-Faith.pdf
mailto:robertsmith@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2026.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/resources/worship-resources/
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Community of Faith Items:  

• Living Spirit United in Drayton Valley has a reception desk they are looking to 
give away. 5 feet long / 22” inches deep / Height from floor to desk top - 30” 
/ Height from floor to customer height - 44” / Top shelf is 44” from floor, 12” 
wide and runs the full length of the desk. It is quite heavy and in mint condition- 
not a scratch anywhere! Contact Dianne, livingspirituniteddv@gmail.com for 
photos and more information. 

• Daysland United Church has both Voices United and More Voices 
hymnbooks available for any churches who will give them a good home! 
Contact Sharon MacFadyen via united.dkr@gmail.com.  

• Faith United Church (Edgerton, AB) has made the difficult decision to close our 
doors. The congregation would like to donate the 14, ten foot solid wooden 
pews to another United Church in the Northern Spirit Region.  The recipient 
would be responsible for arranging pickup.  The preference is for the pews to go 
as one lot. Please contact Stephanie Spornitz 780.842.9669 for more information 
and pictures. 

 

 
Wider Church News & Resources  
 
★ The Manual, 2026 Now Available Online 
Looking for The Manual, 2026? The latest edition is now available at the top of 
the Handbooks and Guidelines page. It is also available in French on EgliseUnie.ca. Any 
errors and/or omissions should be reported to ntreksler@united-church.ca. 
 
Toward 2035 Strategy Resources Now Available 
Toward 2035 (T2035) is a hopeful, church-wide strategy designed to guide us toward a 
future that is resilient, inspired, and diverse. This strategy is grounded in the truth of 
our emerging reality and compelled by our continued call to discipleship. To include 
people in the pews in this vital conversation, a new resource page has been developed. 
Please use these resources in your communities and share them widely.  
 

In Case You Missed It... 
When a Health Emergency Affects Your Ministry  -  Measles Resource 
For over 20 years, health emergencies have been in the news. Even the more common 
cold and flu season has an impact on our worshipping communities and ministries. How 
do we support these communities while protecting them? The most recent health 
emergency to emerge has been the resurgence of measles. How would your ministry 
respond if there was an outbreak within your community? While we all hope that we 

mailto:livingspirituniteddv@gmail.com
mailto:united.dkr@gmail.com
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dfe44256d38%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308328067852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WX2kkjF4qQ8Q6GpS%2Bn2pLLwirtw2ccTVKs0oqLAOGZw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Ddb4bef8a7e%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308328090986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BuGK7gkhH2HGeGkgA9AdmJStbY%2B%2FLLkkzvAeEYWwH%2B0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ntreksler@united-church.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dc33012035e%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca79959ae5ac142ac7b6708de3cc9c213%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639015034453758394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ql8RkTUEwS%2BkMskDTBYJpb71%2BPpE0cRlcmnPt%2FHHGQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D31c8f70c8c%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca79959ae5ac142ac7b6708de3cc9c213%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639015034453802730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uITwWoH%2FVPLmJEZ8DdWzPBsdnMZdvsAsIMqFkiRG%2FqM%3D&reserved=0
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never have to face such a situation, it helps to be prepared and have a plan. Click here 
to access a document with some information and ways to manage risk and develop a 
plan within your community of faith (word doc, will automatically download to your 
device). 
 
Executive Minister Shannon McCarthy Sabbatical Reminder 
Shannon McCarthy is on sabbatical from Dec 1, 2025 to March 2, 2026. The Pastoral 
Relations Minister (Adam Hall – Northern Spirit) will be acting Executive Minister during 
this period. Shannon's Executive Assistant, Chantal Winslow will direct any other 
inquiries to where they need to go. Full sabbatical announcement and details on our 
website. 
 
Temporary  Stewardship Support Contact   
While Vicki Nelson, Community of Faith Stewardship Support staff for Western  Canada, 
is away on medical leave, Brenna  Baker, a stewardship colleague, will be available for 
questions  or inquires.  Brenna can be reached at bbaker@united-church.ca. 
 
 
Worship Resources:  
 
See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations. 
 
Third after Epiphany - January 25, 2026 
Fourth after Epiphany - February 1, 2026 
Black History Month 1 - February 1, 2026 
Black History Month 2 - February 8, 2026 
Tranfiguration Sunday - February 15, 2026 
Black History Month 3 - February 15, 2026 
Ash Wednesday - February 18, 2026 
First Sunday in Lent - February 22, 2026 
Black History Month 4 - February 22, 2026 
 
* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2026 Prayer Cycle

 
• Click here to access past Newsletter issues 
 

 

https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Measles_Communities-of-Faith-1.docx
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Measles_Communities-of-Faith-1.docx
mailto:Adam.hall@united-church.ca
mailto:cwinslow@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/executive-minister-shannon-mccarthy-sabbatical-announcement/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/executive-minister-shannon-mccarthy-sabbatical-announcement/
mailto:bbaker@united-church.ca
https://united-church.ca/worship-resources?goal=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599&mc_cid=6a3e0202e3&mc_eid=cf6d5068f8&utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=6a3e0202e3-ES230307&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3De1fa225060%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cc0f23bab49654ef8145708de4d4efab9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639033198823015515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WM7w%2BjRCf1MhtcJt%2FbKvhBL7CHD6hZEZRBjuRWazMgI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D86866734a7%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cc0f23bab49654ef8145708de4d4efab9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639033198823032912%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UJZtScsHcYdwM0C1jctKHwn8XkC%2B22jAutCW1ExlE50%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dfc73737763%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cc0f23bab49654ef8145708de4d4efab9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639033198823050510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1%2FhVdrGg6X8R9RWNbOAO5wGmDW75xyHlV6sa7RDOyHg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D0b54fed342%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308328894334%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mRn2b1%2Fzra14t7g%2FZpCe3Ex6mdzxmggrhoRFvZS1vrE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dbffa502bb9%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308328934408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rkvGoVt5SN7VQH%2BJQVh9CfyPypgac%2F4HgKCS%2Fq1pt1I%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D169a7151df%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308328973450%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DikAR%2BDYmbsxfM9wjVHnEtGoHNHBXT%2Fs%2B26QVctw8uI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D284f2892d8%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308329010721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gPfVHGJYvPzF1LRDU1TsEZyX%2FIo0AcOqFeVO6FZpn5w%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D9c0497a614%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308329038897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0%2FUyh03BIcZOoW%2BBOj8O9frOGBu2Bbj79qsPpGxlXKI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D9a7d44bbc0%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbb5af73eb63645c56da108de5852717c%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639045308329059731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2BM%2B8xKrwPa4oMVdfOwn5XRRWUHTjQvn5ICQAfBSlmo%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2026.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2026.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/


5 
 

 
 

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 
8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

1-587-407-0330 
northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 
 

Image credits: Photo by Sergio Mena Ferreira on Unsplash 
 

Copyright © 2026 Northern Spirit Regional Council, All rights reserved. 
Click here to subscribe to receive this newsletter via email.  

http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
https://unsplash.com/@sergiomenamx?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/red-cardinal-bird-on-brown-tree-branch-during-daytime-qKTJxEBw6Xc?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup

	News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region.
	If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, with a clear headline and a link to more information,  and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. Check out our local events calendar, and submit your own community events!
	Family News

