
Northern Spirit Regional Council Weekly Newsletter: NEWS Edition, January 7, 2026 
View this email in your browser 
 

News from the Region:  January 6, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 

If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 
with a clear headline and a link to more information,  

and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 
Check out our local events calendar, and submit your own community events! 

 
Family News 
 
♥ Memorial Service for Louise Rogers, Saturday, January 10, Sherwood Park 
United Church 
We are saddened to share the news of the death of Louise Rogers on December 14, 
2025. Louise was most recently a member of the NSRC Affirming Task Group, later the 
Affirming committee, and previously chaired and supported work in Pastoral Relations 
and Congregational Support in Edmonton Presbytery. Louise will be deeply missed in 
our church community and beyond. Read her obituary here.  
 
 

https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northern-spirit-regional-council-news-2025-0108?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://edmontonjournal.remembering.ca/obituary/mildred-rogers-1093381323
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♥ 2026 marks the 50th Anniversary of Robert McClure United Church 
We will be hosting a Celebration Dinner with storytelling & music on Saturday January 
24, 2026 @ 5:30 p.m. The meal will be prepared by Homestead Catering. The cost of 
the dinner is $30.00/ person.  Tickets must be purchased by January 18th. There is 
limited seating. Tickets can be purchased by contacting the church office and payment 
by e-transfer to office@robertmcclurechurch.org. Please indicate when purchasing 
tickets if Gluten Free or Vegan meals are preferred. There will also be a special worship 
service on Sunday January 25, 2026 with lunch to follow to continue our 
50th anniversary celebrations. We hope that you can join us for our celebrations. 
 
★ Financial administration update 
As announced before Christmas, from January to March, Heather Dootoff will be 
looking after year-end and the audits.  Rob Smith has begun as our new part-time 
Financial Administrator.  From Tuesday to Thursday, he can be reached 
at robertsmith@united-church.ca.  Questions related to budget and expenses can be 
directed to him – be certain to use his full name in order to reach him as there is 
another Rob Smith in the system.  Welcome aboard to both Heather and Rob!   
 
★ Northern Spirit Prayer Cycle for 2026 now available! 
The Northern Spirit prayer cycle for 2026 is now available at this link! This prayer cycle 
is created to ensure every congregation in our Region is held in prayer over the course 
of the year. Our prayer cycles are always linked on the Worship Resources page of our 
website. 
 
★ From our Grow th Animator: Epiphany 2026: Guided by the Light 
Strengthening Invitation, Cultivating Belonging, Making Room at the Table 
Epiphany is a powerful time to strengthen our invitation practices. Many people are 
reflecting on belonging, connection, and hope as a new year begins. Learn how your 
community of faith can extend a welcome invitation to your neighbours and foster 
belonging within and beyond your congregation. Click HERE to see full article and 
contact information for your Growth Animator, Jordan Cantwell. 
 
★ Surprise Lake Camp legal severance update 
The legal severance process between Surprise Lake Camp, located near Edson, AB, and 
The United Church of Canada has now been completed, and Surprise Lake is officially 
recognized as a legacy incorporated ministry. Since 1951, Surprise Lake Camp has been 
a place where generations of campers found belonging, faith, and purpose, born from 
the vision of Rev. James Norquay and his wife Marg, and with the generous support of 
United Church congregations across Alberta. Choosing to move forward independently 
allows us to expand access to grants and funding, while continuing to serve our 
community through recreation, environmental learning, and volunteer stewardship of 
public land. We are deeply grateful to The United Church of Canada for decades of 
spiritual and material support. To learn more about the Surprise Lake Society’s current 

mailto:office@robertmcclurechurch.org
mailto:robertsmith@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2026.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/resources/worship-resources/
https://unitedchurch-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/jcantwell_united-church_ca/IQAMkCCCtk0kRJ-kbNYle6l4AYYAH5osFHOF8xao3ztKl7w?e=nlyFYp


3 
 

projects, please visit our website or facebook. 
 
★ Community of Faith Items:  

• Living Spirit United in Drayton Valley has a reception desk they are looking to 
give away. 5 feet long / 22” inches deep / Height from floor to desk top - 30” 
/ Height from floor to customer height - 44” / Top shelf is 44” from floor, 12” 
wide and runs the full length of the desk. It is quite heavy and in mint condition- 
not a scratch anywhere! Contact Dianne, livingspirituniteddv@gmail.com for 
photos and more information. 

• Daysland United Church has both Voices United and More Voices 
hymnbooks available for any churches who will give them a good home! 
Contact Sharon MacFadyen via united.dkr@gmail.com.  

• Faith United Church (Edgerton, AB) has made the difficult decision to close our 
doors. The congregation would like to donate the 14, ten foot solid wooden 
pews to another United Church in the Northern Spirit Region.  The recipient 
would be responsible for arranging pickup.  The preference is for the pews to go 
as one lot. Please contact Stephanie Spornitz 780.842.9669 for more information 
and pictures. 

Executive Minister Shannon McCarthy Sabbatical Reminder 
Shannon McCarthy is on sabbatical from Dec 1, 2025 to March 2, 2026. The Pastoral 
Relations Minister (Adam Hall – Northern Spirit) will be acting Executive Minister during 
this period. Shannon's Executive Assistant, Chantal Winslow will direct any other 
inquiries to where they need to go. Full sabbatical announcement and details on our 
website. 
 
Temporary  Stewardship Support Contact   
While Vicki Nelson, Community of Faith Stewardship Support staff for Western  Canada, 
is away on medical leave, Brenna  Baker, a stewardship colleague, will be available for 
questions  or inquires.  Brenna can be reached at bbaker@united-church.ca. 
 

 
Wider Church News & Resources  
 
★ Toward 2035 Strategy Resources Now Available 
Toward 2035 (T2035) is a hopeful, church-wide strategy designed to guide us toward a 
future that is resilient, inspired, and diverse. This strategy is grounded in the truth of 
our emerging reality and compelled by our continued call to discipleship. To include 
people in the pews in this vital conversation, a new resource page has been developed. 
Please use these resources in your communities and share them widely.  
 
 

https://surpriselake.ca/
http://facebook.com/surpriselakecamp/
mailto:livingspirituniteddv@gmail.com
mailto:united.dkr@gmail.com
mailto:Adam.hall@united-church.ca
mailto:cwinslow@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/executive-minister-shannon-mccarthy-sabbatical-announcement/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/executive-minister-shannon-mccarthy-sabbatical-announcement/
mailto:bbaker@united-church.ca
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dc33012035e%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca79959ae5ac142ac7b6708de3cc9c213%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639015034453758394%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ql8RkTUEwS%2BkMskDTBYJpb71%2BPpE0cRlcmnPt%2FHHGQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D31c8f70c8c%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca79959ae5ac142ac7b6708de3cc9c213%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C639015034453802730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uITwWoH%2FVPLmJEZ8DdWzPBsdnMZdvsAsIMqFkiRG%2FqM%3D&reserved=0
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★ Future of Edmonton and District Council of Churches: Vacant Executive 
Positions 
The EDCC has many vacant executive positions. Filling these positions is critical to 
ensure our council remains viable. Our AGM will include a discussion of goals & 
initiatives that will be undertaken in 2026 to move the EDCC towards health and greater 
vitality. In anticipation of this conversation, please consider if you or someone in 
your denominational family would be w illing to serve on the EDCC exec. 
Current positions in need of filling include: Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer. Contact 
the EDCC at edcc.edmonton@gmail.com. 
 
★ When a Health Emergency Affects Your Ministry  -  Measles Resource 
For over 20 years, health emergencies have been in the news. Even the more common 
cold and flu season has an impact on our worshipping communities and ministries. How 
do we support these communities while protecting them? The most recent health 
emergency to emerge has been the resurgence of measles. How would your ministry 
respond if there was an outbreak within your community? While we all hope that we 
never have to face such a situation, it helps to be prepared and have a plan. Click here 
to access a document with some information and ways to manage risk and develop a 
plan within your community of faith (word doc, will automatically download to your 
device). 
 
★ "An Invitation to Pilgrimage through Imagination",  A Living Skies Region 
Contemplative Gathering, January 9, online. 
St. Andrew’s College (in partnership with leaders from the Living Skies Regional Council, 
Northern Spirit Regional Council, and GreenSpirit Chaplaincy) invites you to our next 
contemplative gathering, to be held on Jan 9, 2026 09:45AM Sask time on 
Zoom. Come spend 40 minutes or so in quiet contemplation, centered on the ancient 
practice of lectio divina. Join us on zoom via this link. Meeting ID: 890 9407 
4776  /  Passcode: 453650. All are welcome … and invite a friend! 
 
★ EDCC AGM & Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayer Services: January 
18, 20, and 25 
- EDCC AGM & Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayer Service at 
Robertson-Wesley United Church (10209 123 Street NW): Our EDCC AGM and 
yearly Week of Prayer Service will be held on Sunday, January 18, 2026. The AGM 
will take place at 5pm, with supper to follow. The prayer service will begin at 7pm.  
- Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service at St. Joseph's Seminary (9828 
84 Street NW): All are invited to an evening of Taizé for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity on Tuesday, January 20 @ 7pm.  
- Ecumenical Prayer for Christian Unity at Edmonton Moravian Church (9540 
83 Ave): The monthly Taizé Prayer gathering will take place on Sunday, January 25 @ 
7pm. All are welcome.  
 

mailto:edcc.edmonton@gmail.com
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Measles_Communities-of-Faith-1.docx
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Measles_Communities-of-Faith-1.docx
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89094074776?pwd=MGGmV4NbzzKncSNzj1ABvni51N2avt.1%C2%A0
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In Case You Missed It... 
The 2026 Minimum Salaries & Reimbursements for Ministry 
Personnel document is  now available online. You can find it in the Downloads section 
at the bottom of  the Ministers’ Salary Schedule and  Cost of Living Groups 
webpage. The increases to salaries of ministry personnel are not automatically made by 
ADP. General Council Office staff do not update ADP with minimum salary data. Your 
pastoral charge ADP administrator must update the minister’s salary in TeamPay or 
inform ADP of the new salary amount for the pay period beginning January 1. 
 
 
Worship Resources:  
 
See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations. 
 
Baptism of Jesus - January 11, 2026 
Second after Epiphany - January 18, 2026 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - January 18, 2026 
Third after Epiphany - January 25, 2026 
Fourth after Epiphany - February 1, 2026 
Black History Month 1 - February 1, 2026 
 
* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2026 Prayer Cycle

 
• Click here to access past Newsletter issues 
 

 
 
 

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 
8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

1-587-407-0330 
northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 
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