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NORTHERN SPIRIT
REGIONAL COUNCIL

* THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

Events Newsletter: January 14, 2026

Upcoming events of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region.
If you have news or events to share, please write a short description,
with a clear headline and a link to more information,
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca.
Check out our local events calendar, and submit your own community events!

News from the Pews and Other Ministries

¥ 2026 marks the 50t Anniversary of Robert McClure United Church

We will be hosting a Celebration Dinner with storytelling & music on Saturday January
24, 2026 @ 5:30 p.m. The meal will be prepared by Homestead Catering. The cost of
the dinner is $30.00/ person. Tickets must be purchased by January 18™. There is
limited seating. Tickets can be purchased by contacting the church office and payment
by e-transfer to office@robertmcclurechurch.org. Please indicate when purchasing
tickets if Gluten Free or Vegan meals are preferred. There will also be a special worship
service on Sunday January 25, 2026 with lunch to follow to continue our

50t anniversary celebrations. We hope that you can join us for our celebrations.
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% Mission and Service Transfer Deadline: TOMORROW!

Please be sure to transfer all your Community of Faith Mission and Service donations
from 2025 prior to the January 15 deadline. The Transfer Form and information are
available to treasurers and administrators through Church Hub, or contact your local
Stewardship staff or Growth Animator for help: jcantwell@united-church.ca

% Broadview Article Correction

A recent Broadview article on the Office of Vocation contained a statement with wrong
information about regional council staff roles and disciplinary processes related to
ministry personnel. Office of Vocation Ministers ensure that ministry personnel know the
nature of a complaint made about them; regional council ministers do not see or share
complaints with ministry personnel. While the relevant regional council minister
(typically the pastoral relations minister) is informed by Office of Vocation staff about
complaints about ministry personnel, the regional council minister’s role is to provide
support to the community of faith as needed. If you have any questions about this,
please contact Rev Dr Jennifer Janzen-Ball, Executive Minister for Theology and Ministry
Leadership Unit at the General Council Office, which includes the Office of Vocation.

Financial administration update

As announced before Christmas, from January to March, Heather Dootoff will be
looking after year-end and the audits. Rob Smith has begun as our new part-time
Financial Administrator. From Tuesday to Thursday, he can be reached

at robertsmith@united-church.ca. Questions related to budget and expenses can be
directed to him — be certain to use his full name in order to reach him as there is
another Rob Smith in the system. Welcome aboard to both Heather and Rob!

Northern Spirit Prayer Cycle for 2026 now available!

The Northern Spirit prayer cycle for 2026 is now available at this link! This prayer cycle
is created to ensure every congregation in our Region is held in prayer over the course
of the year. Our prayer cycles are always linked on the Worship Resources page of our
website.

New & Featured Events

% Save the date! Regional Connection Event, Apri/ 25 and 26, Grande Prairie
The Regional Council is travelling to you! The weekend of April 25 and 26, all of
Northern Spirit is invited to join us in Grande Prairie for a time of connection, learning,
and worshipping. More details will follow as planning continues. (Future connection
events are also in planning, for those not neighbouring Grande Prairie or those who
can't attend in April.) We look forward to gathering this Spring!
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Upcoming Events and Learning Opportunities

% Edmonton and District Council of Churches: AGM & Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity Prayer Services: January 18, 20, and 25

- EDCC AGM & Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Prayer Service at Robertson-
Wesley United Church (10209 123 Street NW): Our EDCC AGM and yearly Week of
Prayer Service will be held on Sunday, January 18, 2026. The AGM will take place at
5pm, with supper to follow. The prayer service will begin at 7pm.

- Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service at St. Joseph's Seminary (9828 84
Street NW): All are invited to an evening of Taizé for the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity on Tuesday, January 20 @ 7pm.

- Ecumenical Prayer for Christian Unity at Edmonton Moravian Church (9540 83
Ave): The monthly Taizé Prayer gathering will take place on Sunday, January 25 @
7pm. All are welcome.

% Stewardship Webinar, January 28, 10:00-11:00 am MT, online

Yes, Your Annual Meeting Can Be Inspiring!

A Stewardship Webinar: Register now!

Annual congregational meetings are required — but they don’t have to be dull or
discouraging. This one-hour online gathering will offer practical tools for shaping an
annual meeting that reflects your congregation’s ministry, tells hopeful stories, and
invites members, donors, and newcomers into a shared vision for the year ahead. See
more information...

% Edmonton Interfaith Centre for Education and Action: Interfaith
Breakfast, February 4, 2026, 9 a.m. MT, Edmonton

The Edm. Interfaith Centre for Education & Action invites you to our inaugural Interfaith
Breakfast, "Belonging in a Time of Uncertainty". Join us at the University Club of the U
of A, 11435 Saskatchewan Drive Northwest, Edmonton. Lieutenant Governor Salma
Lakhani will be the keynote speaker. All are welcome. Join us in a meaningful morning
of celebrating the strength of our diversity! Tickets and full details at this link.

* An Invitation to Wonder: Online Discernment Weekend, February 20-22,
2026, online

Is something stirring in you? A wondering about ministry — what it is, how it looks, and
whether it might be calling your name? Join us for An Invitation to Wonder, a gentle
online retreat for people exploring a call to ministry in The United Church of Canada.
While our original hope was to gather in person, we will now be offering this retreat
online via Zoom, allowing participation from near and far. Instead of full days on
screen, the weekend will unfold in intentional blocks of time, with room for group
exploration and personal discernment woven throughout. This is not a commitment.
This is not a decision-point. This is simply space to listen - to your heart, your
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questions, and the Spirit moving within you. Click here to register. Deadline for
registration is January 31. All are welcome — youth, young adults, mid-lifers, elders,
lifelong United Church folks, newcomers, seekers, and those simply curious. If
something is nudging in you... come and wonder with us.

% Imagine children's retreat, Apri/ 17-19, Sylvan Lake, AB, Kasota East Camp.
Mark your calendars! The Imagine children's retreat (ages 8-11) will be April 17-
19 in Sylvan Lake, AB, at Kasota East Camp. Children and their leaders are invited to
come to this springtime sleep over for games and crafts, singing, worship, and
campfire. Bursaries are available. To learn more, visit First Third Ministry or

contact Kevin GT.

*Past Newsletter issues are archived on our website.

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office
8510 95 Ave NW Edmonton Alberta
1-587-407-0330
northernspirit@united-church.ca
www.northernspiritrc.ca
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