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Upcoming events of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 
If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 

with a clear headline and a link to more information,  
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 

 
'Tis the season! Festive events are popping up on our events calendar. Check out local 

Christmas events, and submit your own community events to the calendar! 
 

mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
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News from the Pews and Other Ministries 
 
★ Posture of a Porter: Mini-Devotional for Advent 
Discover what an ancient monastic rule can teach us about welcoming newcomers with 
this mini devotional, available as a Word Doc or printable PDF booklet. This packet 
also comes with an accompanying art piece. Use any and all of this resource in your 
own spiritual practice, with a group (including leadership teams) or as part of worship 
(this includes the right to reproduce the artwork with accompanying credit: Aaron 
Miechkota, 2025). 
 
★ Christmas Comes Early: An Advent Gift to all of our Northern Spirit 
congregations 
Northern Spirit has purchased a license for an Advent Small Group Study with Four 
Worship Services, as a gift for all of our congregations and churches to access for 
free this Advent season. 
We never tire of the story. Each Advent, we set out the beloved figures of the creche 
and are invited again into the mystery of incarnation. In this small group study and 
worship series, we look more closely at the figures and what they reveal about the 
human journey of faith, the bigger picture of Love, and the Divine Longing at the heart 
of Christmas. 
Alongside four study sessions, you’ll also receive complete Advent worship services—
rich with liturgy, Advent candle-lighting, all-ages activities, Scripture, reflections, 
prayers, and music suggestions. Together, they invite us to approach the creche with 
fresh wonder, to notice who is present (and who is missing), and to be shaped by Love 
that is already here and still arriving. 
This series is provided by Prayer Bench and offered as a gift to leaders and 
communities of faith through a Regional License. You can sign up to access these 
Advent resources through this link. Merry Christmas! ♥♥ 
 
★ Preparing for guests with joyful anticipation this Advent (a note from our 
Growth Animator) 
Advent is fast approaching! As we start to dust off decorations, and plan Christmas 
activities, it is the perfect time to consider how we can be fostering a culture of 
invitation in our churches. Just as we wait expectantly for the arrival of two weary 
travelers to Bethlehem, we can also prepare our own hearts to offer welcome to the 
stranger. 
Click here for some resources focused on cultivating invitation during the four weeks of 
Advent. 
 

New & Featured Events 
 

https://unitedchurch-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/jcantwell_united-church_ca/EcRxljNZCWpBpEdtv2TEXKMB0jNuxz54NRtOVrQqlxqJJw?e=TcotzY&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8Y2hidXJuc0B1bml0ZWQtY2h1cmNoLmNhfDg2MTVlMzNmNWQzYzQ2NGM4MGRkMDhkZTI2ZGZjODUzfGNmMThiNWE4MjY3ODQwMTE5MzEyMTVmMGY3MTU3NTc0fDB8MHw2Mzg5OTA5Mzk3NjQ5MTgzNjd8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=UXQ3cEFIenR6RStINDNoYVR4UUJkUG5HWnQraDFSTzBucERFQklXbnBlVT0%3d
https://unitedchurch-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/jcantwell_united-church_ca/EXsv7hBvxj1OvDAcG5NoztkBDhaUePyUVyxQsCsYBg3Izw?e=SxP5C2&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8Y2hidXJuc0B1bml0ZWQtY2h1cmNoLmNhfDg2MTVlMzNmNWQzYzQ2NGM4MGRkMDhkZTI2ZGZjODUzfGNmMThiNWE4MjY3ODQwMTE5MzEyMTVmMGY3MTU3NTc0fDB8MHw2Mzg5OTA5Mzk3NjQ5NDUyOTV8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=RVZMWkcyb1pxdmkycXQzenM2WlVzdER1eTRNd1dNa09iSUJ5NWRCTzY4OD0%3d
https://unitedchurch-my.sharepoint.com/:i:/g/personal/jcantwell_united-church_ca/EdhYB8al2VpBuIEvFWbAt7kB2mdgGBa1eMUqJAwPhIGNgA?e=dNcmz2&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8Y2hidXJuc0B1bml0ZWQtY2h1cmNoLmNhfDg2MTVlMzNmNWQzYzQ2NGM4MGRkMDhkZTI2ZGZjODUzfGNmMThiNWE4MjY3ODQwMTE5MzEyMTVmMGY3MTU3NTc0fDB8MHw2Mzg5OTA5Mzk3NjQ5NjM4OTF8VW5rbm93bnxUV0ZwYkdac2IzZDhleUpGYlhCMGVVMWhjR2tpT25SeWRXVXNJbFlpT2lJd0xqQXVNREF3TUNJc0lsQWlPaUpYYVc0ek1pSXNJa0ZPSWpvaVRXRnBiQ0lzSWxkVUlqb3lmUT09fDB8fHw%3d&sdata=OWxjeXB2VTQzb2hFYjFJczJ6MEx4QUR4dTkra1B1VndLMldMVk8wVVZ4TT0%3d
https://prayerbench.ca/2025-regional-license-for-living-nativity-study-worship-package/
https://prayerbench.ca/2025-regional-license-for-living-nativity-study-worship-package/
https://unitedchurch-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/jcantwell_united-church_ca/Ef-vuM6TvBpLvHb7Fnb_39wBj4TENPHp8vFKr0PZJPm2LQ?e=VYCimi
https://unitedchurch-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/jcantwell_united-church_ca/Ef-vuM6TvBpLvHb7Fnb_39wBj4TENPHp8vFKr0PZJPm2LQ?e=VYCimi
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★Tomorrow : Online Intercultural Workshop and WIMN AGM - Beyond the 
Chinese Face: Challenges Faced by Chinese in Canada, Thursday, November 20, 
2025, 11:30 AM PST, 12:30 PM MST, online 
Join three UCC ministers from the Chinese Association of The United Church of Canada 
to hear their insights on aspects of Chinese culture, serving English congregations in 
Canada, and outreach to Hong Kong diaspora. Presenters: Rev. Dr. Alan Lai, Rev. Mini 
Choi, and Rev. Calin Lau. WIMN AGM follows. Full details at this link! 
 
★  Transgender Week of Awareness online service of remembrance 
During this Transgender Week of Awareness (November 13- 19), Affirm United has 
shared a story of an historical Transgender or Non-Binary person or event each day in 
podcast and written formats, posted to the Affirm United/S’affirmer Ensemble social 
media and website. 
Tomorrow, November 20 at 3 pm ET / 1 pm MT, you are invited to a service of 
remembrance online (Register at this link). The service will be pre-recorded, but we will 
have a time after the service for anyone who wishes to talk. This  November let us all 
remember those who have lost their lives by violence or  suicide. Let us remember 
those from the past who never stopped being  themselves. Let us remember and share 
their light. 
 

Upcoming Events and Learning Opportunities  
 
Engagement on Anti-Racism 2025 - continuing Wednesdays  to November 
26, 2025, 6:00 p.m. ET    
Please join us for  this popular annual series!  Weekly Wednesday events are 
opportunities to  delve deeply into anti-racism work:  Live events each Wednesday 
at  6:00 p.m. Eastern Time; Videos for each week, with faith reflections  and action 
items and a downloadable  folder of materials for leaders to run an anti-
racism  program.  
Please sign up for the Anti-Racism newsletterto continue to stay up to date!  To learn 
more about the live events  schedule and to register, visit CHURCHx.   
 
★ Local events: bazaars, Christmas markets and Christmas music - & more! Browse 
our local events calendar to find festive events near you, and add your own community 
events to our calendar. ���������� 
 
*Past Newsletter issues are archived on our website.

 

https://northernspiritrc.ca/wicmn-workshop-agm/
https://www.affirmunited.com/
https://www.affirmunited.com/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/iVGAlRrFR4GwF8tdZxhhSw#/registration
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feepurl.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddd49c778e05ec1f0bf7a04f14%26id%3D34d6315af2%26e%3Dc5a4fd07af&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C19f8b0e9d2d848fb1d3508de2789a0f4%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638991669268633879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kw98ptU3smf0NP8igP3FuS07pGoIIkLj7pkH%2BaMVzWo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feepurl.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Ddd49c778e05ec1f0bf7a04f14%26id%3D4937692e40%26e%3Dc5a4fd07af&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C19f8b0e9d2d848fb1d3508de2789a0f4%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638991669268657184%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ifWWBlqvULt0u0J1TRpW0hMYnBqbc9%2Fgm38M04E0gAQ%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
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Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 
8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

1-587-407-0330 
northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 
 

 
Image credits: Graphic from canva.com 

Copyright © 2025 Northern Spirit Regional Council, All rights reserved. 
Click here to subscribe to receive this newsletter via email.  

http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup
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