
Northern Spirit Regional Council Weekly Newsletter: NEWS Edition, October 1, 2025 
View this email in your browser 
 

News from the Region:  October 1, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 
If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 

with a clear headline and a link to more information,  
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 

Short reminders of our history for this Centennial year 
Throughout 2025, we’ll be featuring very short stories about United Church history. Thanks 
to historian Gayle Simonson in Edmonton, we can also offer 100-word history vignettes for 
use in your own community! Here are history short stories 1-8 / vignettes 9- 17 / vignettes 
18-22 / vignettes 23-30. And, brand new, vignettes 31 to 40! (Word format; when you click, 
the file will save automatically to your Downloads folder. For our next vignette (#17), she 
writes:   
 
Though all English-speaking Congregationalist churches in Canada became part of 
the United Church, some of those who worshipped in other languages did not.  One 
German congregation that did join the United Church was Salem in Medicine Hat. 
After 1948, they shared a building with Memorial United Church but continued to 
function as a separate congregation. The bilingual Rev. George Spady served both 
for ten years. Memorial had both Methodist and Presbyterian roots (Washington 
Avenue Methodist and Knox Memorial Presbyterian) so as Memorial Salem, when 
they combined boards in the 1970s, they were believed to be the only Alberta church 
that had roots in all three denominations. Memorial Salem has since amalgamated 
with Fifth Avenue. 

https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northern-spirit-regional-council-news-2025-0108?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/100thAnniversary-HistoryVignettes-GayleSimonson-Parts1-8.docx
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/100thAnniversary-HistoryVignettes-GayleSimonson-Parts9-17.docx
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/100thAnniversary-HistoryVignettes-GayleSimonson-Parts18-22.docx
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/100thAnniversary-HistoryVignettes-GayleSimonson-Parts18-22.docx
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/100thAnniversary-HistoryVignettes-GayleSimonson-Parts23-30.docx
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/100thAnniversary-HistoryVignettes-GayleSimonson-Parts31-40.docx
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★ Add your local events to our Northern Spirit events calendar! ★ 
Click here to view upcoming events. And click here to submit your event. 

 

Family News 
 
★ Northern Spirit Job Posting: First Third Ministry Animator 
Northern Spirit Regional Council is seeking an individual to fill the role of First Third 
Ministry Animator on a Permanent Part-time basis (17.5 hours per week). The First 
Third Ministry Animator collaborates with the other First Third Ministry Animators in 
Chinook Winds Regional Council and Pacific Mountain Regional Council to create 
opportunities for children, youth, and families to experience excellence in programs and 
events that engage faith and justice conversations, build safer, welcoming community, 
and respond to the longings of young people in this current time. View the full job 
posting and apply at this link. Closing date for applications is October 6. 
 
Looking for SHORT-TERM, FOCUSED VOLUNTEERS for Advocacy Support  
The Affirming committee is deeply concerned about the impact of recent Alberta 
legislation and implementation. It’s working on some letter/ postcard writing and 
storytelling focused on: the intrusive gender confirmation requirement for young female 
athletes; book bans; changes to disabilities funding and anti-immigrant actions. It’s a 
lot and we need help. Can you help us edit some short personal stories about the 
impacts, sharpen our advocacy asks, or help us with creative content? All members of 
our Region are invited; you don’t need to live in AB to help.  Please contact chair Mickey 
Wilson for this short-term focused task: revmickeywilson@gmail.com  
 
Pastoral Charge Supervisors Needed 
Northern Spirit is looking for people, lay or ordered, who are willing to act as Pastoral 
Charge Supervisors. Supervisors offer support to churches without Called or Appointed 
ministry personnel. Please reach out to Adam Hall if you would be willing to take on this 
role.  
Interested but unsure of what this role requires? Email the office if you are 
interested in attending a training and Q&A session on the evening of October 8, for 
current and potential Pastoral Charge Supervisors. 

 
 
Wider Church News & Resources  
 
★ United in Learning upcoming programs 
Here’s the latest newsletter from the national church’s online education, action and 
community program. Upcoming opportunities include a cross-country check up, and 
much more. Please also see the very handy latest national newsletter, E-ssentials, 
which goes over highlights for national work. 
 

https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
https://unitedchurch.elevate-ats.com/job/957948/first-third-ministry-animator-part-time
https://unitedchurch.elevate-ats.com/job/957948/first-third-ministry-animator-part-time
mailto:revmickeywilson@gmail.com
mailto:adam.hall@united-church.ca
mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://mailchi.mp/5b658cee6fe1/united-in-learning-4754655?e=64b50ba4e0
https://mailchi.mp/5b658cee6fe1/united-in-learning-4754655?e=64b50ba4e0
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/e-ssentials-4754656?e=64b50ba4e0
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★ World Food Day (October 16) resources from the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank 
This year, CFGB invites churches, groups and individuals to mark World Food Day with 
a variety of thoughtful resources that can be incorporated into church services, used in 
small group gatherings, or personal reflection. Drawing from the story of Gladys in our 
new film called A Legacy Taking Root, which will be released to the public this fall, our 
resources invite to pray, learn, advocate, and give. The collection of worship resources 
on the World Food Day website – Until All Are Fed includes calls to worship, prayers, 
videos, scripture readings, group discussion guides, sermon starters, and diverse 
activities for children. You can also find a postcard action for food security here.  
★ Northern Spirit minister Rev. Dr. Neville Smith has also offered a reflection 
for World Food Day. Read it at this link, and share it with credit to Rev. Smith. 
 
100 Tables local projects continues!   
The United Church of Canada's 100 Tables project really took off this summer. As of 
August 22, there are 109 communities of faith registered as hosts of a table in their 
town or city. Part of our 100th anniversary celebrations, this an initiative that turns 
ordinary picnic tables into extraordinary places of welcome, and part of our campaign to 
create A Place at the Table for all to join. Rooted in justice, compassion, and radical 
belonging, 100 Tables invites communities to create tables that reflect local priorities, 
whether those are food security, care for creation, 2S and LGBTQIA+ inclusion, or 
reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples. Consider what your community can offer!  
 

In Case You Missed It... 
Seeds of Hope Grant Applications Now Open! 
The Foundation’s Fall 2025 Seeds of Hope granting cycle is now accepting applications! 
The Seeds of Hope granting program supports innovative, unique projects which enable 
us to live out the New Creed’s call to seek justice, live with respect in Creation, and love 
and serve others. Deadline: Applications must be submitted by 11:55 p.m. on October 
15, 2025. Apply today!  

 
 
Worship Resources:  
 
See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations. 
 
Creation Time 4 - October 5, 2025 
World Communion Sunday - October 5, 2025 
Creation Time 5 - October 12,2025 
Thanksgiving Sunday - October 12, 2025 
International Day for the Eradication of Poverty - October 17, 2025 
World Food Sunday - October 19, 2025 
Nineteenth after Pentecost - October 19, 2025 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wk0omAowXTo&feature=youtu.be
https://untilallarefed.ca/
https://foodgrainsbank.ca/postcard/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/WorldFoodReflection-N.Smith_.pdf
https://united-church.ca/100tables
https://united-church.ca/news/summer-welcome-100-tables-coast-coast
https://united-church.ca/node/120986
https://unitedchurchfoundation.ca/grants/seeds-of-hope/
https://unitedchurchfoundation.ca/grants/seeds-of-hope/
https://united-church.ca/worship-resources?goal=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599&mc_cid=6a3e0202e3&mc_eid=cf6d5068f8&utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=6a3e0202e3-ES230307&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dcb8ff73ca1%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C99fc5a81deda4574cdc708dde4c6f950%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638918265466718164%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xf6MXPzAq%2FI00trwtVfCB43GzJtew7SpzEJCApCWlxw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dd8fe4bd3b2%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C99fc5a81deda4574cdc708dde4c6f950%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638918265466734022%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M5Jhmqo9R0U0eZwA5wgjFyXffCxDzAYrgk8hc1K%2BuqU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D26464fe482%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C99fc5a81deda4574cdc708dde4c6f950%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638918265466748958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cxBU4R%2BFTOGM8qDWFY4VkAWLkGh0LtR1%2B0%2BlV8abGy4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3De2357b2089%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C99fc5a81deda4574cdc708dde4c6f950%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638918265466763822%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ALB7m50kjDE42RFaO%2FLfgn3v7zcWvScioMxGWU05ZNo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D89faed08e4%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C6ffae61024d74d47cd8108ddf54c6af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638936430843409861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sU7iD%2FvIbpl96xG1HTj9qxAp0%2FLk6E%2FkkQ6hagLctLw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D28efdaf051%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C6ffae61024d74d47cd8108ddf54c6af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638936430843431570%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uf8H3D0lfiDqmhrT42m3d1M%2FxzQptSlN9f9sUOvK4N4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D3a95837b0c%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C6ffae61024d74d47cd8108ddf54c6af9%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638936430843454015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WBjmtyXmnOxTzNYLprNP2oqZbzd0T0oB3H0HhbRahMk%3D&reserved=0
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* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2025 Prayer Cycle 

 
• Click here to access past Newsletter issues 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Available: 
Community United Church (in Warburg, AB) has disbanded, our building has been 
decommissioned and will be sold in the coming months. We have a small list of church-
related items that we would like to share with our faith community, in the hopes that 
some of the items may find themselves re-homed with a new faith family and renewed 
purpose.  If there is anything on the list of which you would be interested in  or wish to 
have more information, please reach out through email 
at communityunitedchurch2016@gmail.com or call/text Shauna @ 403-575-
0426.  Please see the attached document with pictures of a few available items. 

• Worship Resources 
o Seasons of the Spirit curriculum 2006-2022 - printed version 
o Gathering magazine - printed version 
o Minister's Manual - preaching & planning books 
o Piece By Piece - children's ministry program 

• Mandate & Observer magazines 
• Congregational Stewardship resources & programs (i.e Salt & Light) 
• UCC Yearbook & Directory 2009-2020 
• Asst. Children's songbooks (WeeSing, Seasons of Spirit, Rainbow Songbook) 
• Hymn Books  

o 2 large print selected hymns 
o 2 Music Leader's Edition - Voices United 

• Hymn board with numbers/letters 

https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2025.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
mailto:communityunitedchurch2016@gmail.com
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• Seasonal banners 
• Baptismal font 
• Assorted pictures (Jesus, Last Supper, etc.) 

 
 

 
 

Image credits: Image credit: Photo by Anneal K Hardcastle on Unsplash 

 
Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 

8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 
1-587-407-0330 

northernspirit@united-church.ca 
www.northernspiritrc.ca 

 

Copyright © 2025 Northern Spirit Regional Council, All rights reserved. 
Click here to subscribe to receive this newsletter via email.  

https://unsplash.com/@akh_artwork?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
https://unsplash.com/photos/several-small-birds-perch-on-dried-sunflower-stalks-0JnvkTHzkYA?utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=unsplash
http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup
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