
Northern Spirit Regional Council Weekly Newsletter: EVENTS Edition, October 8, 2025 
 

Events Newsletter:  October 8, 2025 

 
Upcoming events of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 

If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 
with a clear headline and a link to more information,  

and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 
★ Add your local events to our Northern Spirit events calendar! ★ 

Click here to view upcoming events. And click here to submit your event. 
 

News from the Pews and Other Ministries 
 
� Congratulations! On October 5th, Vegreville United Church and St. Mary the Virgin 
Anglican Church — two faithful church communities from two different denominations 
— officially came together to worship and create a single congregation to serve the 
community of Vegreville, Alberta. Two representatives from each faith community along 
with one representative from the Northern Spirit Region of the United Church of Canada 

mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
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and another from the Anglican Diocese of Edmonton, part of the Anglican Church of 
Canada came forward in the middle of a joint worship service to sign their new 
Ecumenical Shared Ministry (ESM) Agreement. 
Pictured above, left to right: The Reverend Adam Hall, Pastoral Relations Minister 
for the Northern Spirit Region, Ardythe Butler, People's Warden, St. Mary the Virgin 
Anglican Church, Janet Julian-Hopchin, Rector's Warden, St. Mary the Virgin Anglican 
Church, Rev. Laureta Blondin, Minister (behind the altar), Holly Cependa, Trustee, 
Vegreville United Church, William (Bill) Rowe, Trustee, Vegreville United Church, The 
Venerable Reverend Jonathan Crane, Archdeacon for Mission and Discipleship in the 
Diocese of Edmonton. 
 
★ The 2026 Minimum Salaries & Reimbursements for Ministry 
Personnel document is now available online. You can find it in the Downloads section 
at the bottom of  the Ministers’ Salary Schedule and Cost of Living Groups 
webpage. The increases to salaries of ministry personnel are not automatically made by 
ADP. General Council Office staff do not update ADP with minimum salary data. Your 
pastoral charge ADP administrator must update the minister’s salary in TeamPay or 
inform ADP of the new salary amount for the pay period beginning January 1. 
 
� Centennial Events Continue: Thank you for all the local Anniversary events - 
send us your stories, photos, and video links! We are happy to feature your celebrations 
in newsletters for the rest of our Centennial year. Materials can be sent 
to chburns@united-church.ca. 
 
★ Available: Geneva Gowns, free, from a retired UC minister. Interested people can 
contact Gibson Glavin: gglavin@shaw.ca / (780) 464-1476. 
 

New & Featured Events 
 
★ Notwithstanding, We Rise: A Virtual Town Hall, Wednesday, Oct  15, 7-
8:30pm, online 
Join us as we come together in the face of the notwithstanding clause and its impact on 
trans rights. This webinar-style town hall is open to all & features a panel 
presentation and Q&A space as we navigate the current legislation and how 
its implementation, impact and next steps might look, in light of the recent news the 
NWC may be used to force through these policies in the weeks ahead. Together, we’ll 
honour our strength and navigate what’s next, hand in hand. Register today at this link. 
 

Upcoming Events and Learning Opportunities  
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-can.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2Fb4a47df1-9224-4e0b-82a4-9d67ce04b865%2Fr%2FZ6YqPonlwk6wOU0kgg4AAAIAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Funited-church.ca%25252Fleadership%25252Fchurch-administration%25252Fcompensation-and-benefits%25252Fministers-salary-schedule-and-cost-living-groups%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%252C%25222%2522%253A%257B%2522utm_source%2522%253A%2522Dynamics%2520365%2520Customer%2520Insights%2520-%2520Journeys%2522%252C%2522utm_medium%2522%253A%2522email%2522%252C%2522utm_term%2522%253A%2522N%252FA%2522%252C%2522utm_campaign%2522%253A%2522251008_Salary%2520and%2520Reimbursement%2520COF%2520and%2520Admins%2522%252C%2522utm_content%2522%253A%2522251008_Salary%2520and%2520Reimbursement%2520Admin%2520and%2520COFs%2520Copy%2522%257D%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3D%252FqWCwlEYnd8AGUedryxxpRnyvRHfNhM%252BKujRQHylLIk%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Dec6760509d48401b8df9faefc2ceb5a9&data=05%7C02%7Cnorthernspirit%40united-church.ca%7Cc76e731db6f344259ee008de067b9ddc%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638955325284929052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pV3JLb4MGRf0RG2uzSv5X0JJcJSRJD0Go5bLqQQHCoo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-can.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2Fb4a47df1-9224-4e0b-82a4-9d67ce04b865%2Fr%2FZ6YqPonlwk6wOU0kgg4AAAIAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Funited-church.ca%25252Fleadership%25252Fchurch-administration%25252Fcompensation-and-benefits%25252Fministers-salary-schedule-and-cost-living-groups%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25221%2522%253Anull%252C%25222%2522%253A%257B%2522utm_source%2522%253A%2522Dynamics%2520365%2520Customer%2520Insights%2520-%2520Journeys%2522%252C%2522utm_medium%2522%253A%2522email%2522%252C%2522utm_term%2522%253A%2522N%252FA%2522%252C%2522utm_campaign%2522%253A%2522251008_Salary%2520and%2520Reimbursement%2520COF%2520and%2520Admins%2522%252C%2522utm_content%2522%253A%2522251008_Salary%2520and%2520Reimbursement%2520Admin%2520and%2520COFs%2520Copy%2522%257D%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3D%252FqWCwlEYnd8AGUedryxxpRnyvRHfNhM%252BKujRQHylLIk%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Dec6760509d48401b8df9faefc2ceb5a9&data=05%7C02%7Cnorthernspirit%40united-church.ca%7Cc76e731db6f344259ee008de067b9ddc%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638955325284929052%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pV3JLb4MGRf0RG2uzSv5X0JJcJSRJD0Go5bLqQQHCoo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:chburns@united-church.ca?subject=&body=
mailto:gglavin@shaw.ca
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bCc1WDkRSjKa4yqtnS9dnA#/registration
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United in Learning upcoming programs 
Here’s the latest newsletter from the national church’s online education, action and 
community program. Upcoming opportunities include a cross-country check up, and 
much more. Please also see the very handy latest national newsletter, E-ssentials, 
which goes over highlights for national work. 
 
Growth Animator Online Bible study, Every Wednesday at 1 pm (SK time) 
Deep conversation - Spiritual friendships - Faith exploration. New participants always 
welcome! Contact jcantwell@united-church.ca for more information. Click here to join. 
 
Rural Ministries Town Halls: Monthly: Today! October 8 
Rural Ministry Town Halls are a chance for those in rural ministry to gather together to 
share joys and concerns, insights and challenges, successes and failures. We hope to 
create a network where folks can share ideas, ask questions, raise concerns, and build 
a network of support. Aware that rural can take different formats, if you define yourself 
or your church as rural, please join us and share your thoughts! 
Upcoming meeting: October 8, 2025, 2:00 p.m. ET – Toward 2035 
 
★ Blanket Exercise, October 15, 6:30 p.m., St. Albert United 
In honour of Truth and Reconciliation Day, a blanket exercise will be held at St Albert 
United church on Wednesday Oct 15that 6:30 pm. The fee is $10.00 per person. The 
blanket exercise program was designed by Indigenous Elders as an interactive 
opportunit  to learn more about Canadian history and particularly the perspectives of 
the First Nation, Metis and Inuit that have not been regularly taught or discussed.  It 
has been updated to include the local history in partnership with the Michif cultural 
connections. The program lasts 1 ½ to 2 hours. Please bring a towel or blanket that 
can be walked on. There is a maximum capacity of 30 participants so register early. 
Email kathypackford@gmail.com to sign up. 
 
World Council of Churches Webinar: AI and Our Information Society—The 
Good, The Bad and The Ugly, Oct 15, 6 pm MT (8 pm ET), online 
Join the World Council of Churches Faith and Science Working Group on October 15, 
2025 at 8:00 p.m. ET, for a crucial discussion on the impact of artificial intelligence on 
communication, ministry, and advocacy. This timely webinar will explore the 
opportunities and challenges presented by AI, from its potential to democratize 
technology and boost creativity to its risks, including the spread of disinformation and 
the perpetuation of bias. Registration is required to attend this webinar. This event is 
the first in a series on AI and faith, with future sessions to be announced. 
 
World Food Day (October 16) resources from the Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
This year, CFGB invites churches, groups and individuals to mark World Food Day with 
a variety of thoughtful resources that can be incorporated into church services, used in 
small group gatherings, or personal reflection. Drawing from the story of Gladys in our 
new film called A Legacy Taking Root, which will be released to the public this fall, our 

https://mailchi.mp/5b658cee6fe1/united-in-learning-4754655?e=64b50ba4e0
https://mailchi.mp/5b658cee6fe1/united-in-learning-4754655?e=64b50ba4e0
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/e-ssentials-4754656?e=64b50ba4e0
mailto:jcantwell@united-church.ca?subject=null&body=null
https://bit.ly/41Vh93V
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchurchx.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D4f1687e71e%26e%3D302e312a5b&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca19e499e30e4486c328c08dde3ee7bcc%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638917335650274403%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h3gHPExQmnqZTzOEEaGct7JWYUV5A1K8CgIPytu74Ic%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fchurchx.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dcdd5adf278%26e%3D302e312a5b&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca19e499e30e4486c328c08dde3ee7bcc%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638917335650305009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zIJrJNPEuubx%2FihI2KL9LQH%2Bhc1EfWinUXEoyK6%2FJCA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kathypackford@gmail.com
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D0973293cab%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C6e8a44c307c841c74c2008ddface942b%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638942487403794847%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gIvoJP1QqoX79MW1h%2B8yNSLtJeTlGWAZzRflUiSEpck%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D683b9270c7%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C6e8a44c307c841c74c2008ddface942b%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638942487403890606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jrskDyfLbEeWWLJLKPotrvP1SOznkMHfyS1gKVam1EY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wk0omAowXTo&feature=youtu.be
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resources invite to pray, learn, advocate, and give. Our collection of worship resources 
on our World Food Day website – Until All Are Fed includes calls to worship, prayers, 
videos, scripture readings, group discussion guides, sermon starters, and diverse 
activities for children. You can also find a postcard action for food security here. 
- Northern Spirit minister Rev. Dr. Neville Smith has also offered a reflection 
for World Food Day. Read it at this link, and share it with credit to Rev. Smith. 
 
Messy Church Tips and Ideas Session, October 16, 12 pm noon MT, online 
As we move into fall it seems a great time to come together and discuss how to start a 
Messy Church, how to enrich a Messy Church, and to connect with others who are 
leading Messy Churches in our country! Please join Messy Church Canada as we share 
some ideas about Messy Church and offer some tips and ideas for starting a Messy 
Church. We will meet on ZOOM -- for about an hour: Thursday, October 16, 
2025, 11:00 a.m. British Columbia / 12:00 noon for Alberta, Yukon and Northwest 
Territories. 
 
How did we get from the Bible to a genocide in Gaza?, with Dr. Dan Epp-
Tiessen, Wednesday evenings, October 22, 29, and November 5 at 6:00 p.m. 
(MDT). This popular three-part webinar series returns on Zoom, free of charge. Oct. 
22: How the Bible helped generate Israel’s settler-colonialism and the dispossession of 
Palestinians. Oct. 29: How Christian antisemitism, inspired by the New Testament, led 
to the creation of the state of Israel and the oppression of Palestinians. Nov. 5: How 
Christian Zionist readings of the Bible have enabled the genocide in Gaza. Register 
here. The Zoom links will be sent to registrants closer to the dates. 
 
Stewardship Best Practices Series, five weeks, starts Thursday, October 23 – 
1pm Mountain (2pmCentral), online 
This course is for a team or committee who are keen to see generosity grow and 
gratitude transform their community of faith. Five sessions on zoom, that unpack the 
theological and practical components of stewardship, are followed by the development 
of an annual plan and consistent online coaching. After almost 5 years of 
offering Stewardship Best Practices we have seen that congregations who participate in 
the course, and do the follow up work see higher giving and morale—teams report to 
us optimism about their ministry and hopes for the future. Register on ChurchX at this 
link. 
 
Doughnuts and Timbits: Edmonton and area Affirming support 
day, November 1, 10:00AM-2:30 pm at Southminster-Steinhauer United Church, 
Edmonton. 
The Affirming Committee is trying something new! Come join them for a day of 
Affirming support, planning, and community (and presumably doughnuts). The entire 
Region is welcome; the focus is the doughnut circle around Edmonton, and the timbit 
that is Edmonton itself. Please see the website listing for details. This event is free- 

https://untilallarefed.ca/
https://foodgrainsbank.ca/postcard/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/WorldFoodReflection-N.Smith_.pdf
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4098204079
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9ziYFjRhW0-NGrLRMYVvUusE7Vs2a3BGswlPiOmtnOJUNEZLT1Y1TFVUUTFKS0sxMjJSOTkyOEIxWC4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9ziYFjRhW0-NGrLRMYVvUusE7Vs2a3BGswlPiOmtnOJUNEZLT1Y1TFVUUTFKS0sxMjJSOTkyOEIxWC4u&route=shorturl
https://churchx.ca/local/shop/product.php?id=297
https://churchx.ca/local/shop/product.php?id=297
https://northernspiritrc.ca/event/affirming-donut-meeting/
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sponsored by your Mission and Service givings and your community of faith's Regional 
assessment. 
 
★ Youth Social Justice Day, November 1, 12 - 5 pm, Saint John the Evangelist 
Anglican Church, Edmonton 
Youth ages 13-30 are invited to a Youth Social Justice Day. Puzzled by injustice in the 
world around you? Looking for ways to live out what you believe? Have we got a day 
for you!!! Learn about and advocate for Economic Justice, Environmental Justice, Racial 
Justice, Indigenous Justice, Queer Justice, Prison Justice, Disability Justice, and Peace 
in God’s World. - And enjoy a pizza lunch! Register for free at this link. 
 
Art for the Heart: A Youth Wellness Retreat, Friday November 7, 10 am - 5 
pm, Kasota East Camp 
Youth (grades 8-12) are invited to a day of creative play and courageous expression on 
November 7 (a school free Friday in Red Deer) at Kasota East Camp on Sylvan Lake. 
Participants will work with professional artists in improv comedy, songwriting and 
painting while also exploring themes of mental and spiritual health, gratitude, honesty, 
courage, justice, love and generosity. Sponsored by Central Alberta Youth HQ and Spirit 
of Wellness (a ministry of the United Churches in Red Deer). 
Email spiritofwellnessreddeer@gmail.com for more information. 
 
Save the date: Church Admins Retreat, Nov 7 & 8, Strathmore AB 
All Northern Spirit church administrators are invited to join the Chinook Winds Region’s 
church admins retreat: November 7 & 8, in Strathmore, AB. Stay tuned for more 
details! 
 
★ Conversations Worth Having: Forum for Spiritual Leaders, November 11 
and 13, 6:30 - 9 pm EST, online 
The CWH Institute is hosting a Forum for Spiritual Leaders with the vision 
of bringing together faith leaders, both clergy and lay, to equip them to lead a shift 
in how their communities of faith talk with each other. If you are a spiritual leader, or 
have a spiritual leader in your circle who could benefit from this training that builds 
trust and engagement, please pass on the invitation. There are scholarships available 
that cuts the cost of the workshop in half.  We are holding the two-part Conversation 
Forum for Spiritual Leaders on November 11 and 13, 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. EST. For more 
information and registration, follow this link. 
 
*Past Newsletter issues are archived on our website.

 

https://forms.gle/ETKyqwRbb54rNKnH8
mailto:spiritofwellnessreddeer@gmail.com
https://www.conversationsworthhaving.today/cwh-forum-for-spiritual-leaders
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/
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Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 
8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

1-587-407-0330 
northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 
 

 
Image: Photo from Vegreville United + St. Mary the Virgin Anglican, courtesy of Rev. 

Laureta Blondin 

Copyright © 2025 Northern Spirit Regional Council, All rights reserved. 
Click here to subscribe to receive this newsletter via email.  

http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup
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