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News from the Region:  June 27, 2025 

 
★ More details: The United Church’s Apology to Two Spirit and LGBTQIA+ 
people August 8  

Please use this post from General Council 
(the national church) for details on the 
upcoming apology, including Zoom 
information.   
  
Friends, as you are able, and if your 
technology permits, please consider hosting 
an Affirming circle where people can come 
in person, worship, and give or receive the 
apology together, and be supported in 
community. This could include invitations to 

your community partners like Pride societies, libraries, and GSAs. This apology will be 
difficult for some even if it’s healing. Let’s be God’s love at work in the world together.  
  
Please let Chloe or Julie know if you plan to host: chburns@united-
church.ca and jgraham@united-church.ca. This will help the Affirming Committee 
promote what you’re offering the community. Thank you for considering.   
 
 
★ In-person launch, Here From the Beginning Centennial exhibit on Black 
histories in the United Church, Sunday July 27, 3:30PM, Pilgrim United Church, 
9008 135 Ave NW, Edmonton  
 
This exhibit is a tribute to the profound contributions of Black communities to The 
United Church of Canada. Full information about the virtual and travelling exhibits, 
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and a nationwide story-collecting journey, are here on the 
From the Beginning website.   
Please join us for this launch and celebration! Here is a PDF 
version of the invitation poster. Please share it widely.   
The date has been set to work alongside Emancipation Day 
in Canada, August 1, which marks the actual day in 1834 
that the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 came into effect 
across the British Empire. All event details and the link to 
share are here. The exhibit will be travelling across Canada, 
and Northern Spirit welcomes ideas about communities who 
might want to host it.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
★ Regional finance administration: a retirement and a welcome!  
 
Heather Dootoff has been our financial administrator since the 2019 
restructuring, when she bravely moved from working with Living 
Skies/ Saskatchewan Conference only to be working with three 
Regional Councils, brand new systems and structures, and lots of 
uncertainty. She has done so with grace, skill, and humour, has 
delayed retirement at least once, and now it’s time to retire for real. 
Thank you, Heather, and blessings on the way, given with a lot of 
collective gratitude. Heather will be at work until early August.   
 
 

All three Regional Councils are delighted to announce that a 
new finance administrator has been hired. Francesca Martina 
will be joining the tri-Region staff team July 2. She has worked 
in the non-profit sector for several years in a variety of roles. 
Passionate about social justice and the environment from a 
very young age, she is excited to be able to offer her skills and 
knowledge to an organization that puts people first. Francesca 
works out of her office in Lafleche, Saskatchewan, located on 
Treaty 4 Territory.  
 
 

Please see this story on the Regional website, and feel free to share it.   
 

https://herefromthebeginning.ca/
https://herefromthebeginning.ca/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/HereFromTheBeginning-July-27-launch.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/HereFromTheBeginning-July-27-launch.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/event/launch-here-from-the-beginning-exhibit/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/event/launch-here-from-the-beginning-exhibit/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/regional-finance-administration-retirement-and-a-welcome/


3 
 

 

 
 

Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 
8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

1-587-407-0330 
northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 
 

Photo Credits: Apology to 2S and LGBTQ+ Communities: Credit the United Church of 
Canada. / Here from the Beginning Logo / Photos of Regional Council Staff 

Copyright © 2025 Northern Spirit Regional Council, All rights reserved. 
Click here to subscribe to receive this newsletter via email.  

http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup

