
Purpose and principles 
While the original concern was cemeteries I would also mention field corners and lots, some 
vacant and some with derelict buildings. They all are potential liability from both accidents by 
trespasser falling in a hole or down rickety stairs and more importantly by some children starting 
a fire to smoke or just because. If it spreads the United Church is liable for any and all damage 
including fire fighting costs. A farmer near Meadow Lake was liable for over $300,000 when a 
fire got away on him. Water bombers are expensive 
what to bring 
1. You need a map of at least the Northern spirit Region. It needs to have sections, 

townships, and ranges since that is the way many of these properties are described. It 
should have Counties and Municipal districts so you know who to contact. I got my paper 
copy at a municipal office, another at a resources office and another at a Land Titles 
office [before they totally digitized] I have one of those as well as a road map since the 
villages are poorly marked on the former. I have them on pieces of ceiling tile with 
coloured pins Whether you do that or use mapping software [James preference] is a 
choice. The map also helps plan inspection tours 

2. Some Year books so as to convert church names [Wesley, St Paul’s etc] to communities 
so you can find them. I have a 1926 but I believe much of the Peace River country was 
only settled in the 1930's so a 1940 Yearbook would be handy. The United Church 
archives should have a full set 

3. A laptop  
a. to look after mapping if you go that way 
b. To record results [we use a spreadsheet]  
c. To make and circulate general notes 

At the archives look at   
1. This will be where you can obtain appropriate Yearbooks 
2. What ever there is by way of specific research. In the mid 1990's a number of teens were 

riding ATV’s around and entered a cemetery in Ontario. Someone hit a grave stone and 
fell in a depression so they wound up as a paraplegic $3, million of which the United 
Church was liable for 30% but had to pay it all and try to collect from others. The 
National church sent warnings to Conferences to find cemeteries and get insurance. They 
wrote Presbyteries who had other things to do. That gives you a time frame 

3. Names and contact information of people associated with a cemetery so you can  
a. Check how well it is maintained 
b. Get an opinion on whether transfer to a County, MD, village, or town is feasible 
c. Get help lobbying the County, MD, village, or town 

4. I doubt there are specific files about cemeteries but one could look in the burial registers 
of disbanded Community of Faith. They usually list where the person was buried. A 
reference to a cemetery not assocaited with a municipality is a clue.   

5. Presbytery minutes where property and polity matters are considered. If a Community of 
Faith is disbanded, any property they have not dealt with becomes the responsibility of 
the Commission see Manual Saskatchewan G 1.5.7. If a Community of Faith 
amalgamated with another the property remains the responsibility of the combined 
Community of Faith. The Commission has oversight and not full responsibility so should 
be warned   

6. Contacts already made with Counties, MDs, villages, or towns or interested people so one 



is not reinventing the wheel.  
7. Check dispositions in the minutes against Land titles records. Living Skies Regional 

Counsel Property Commission has encountered 4 or 5 transfers which were authorized 
but not concluded since unsophisticated volunteers or in one case an MP were unfamiliar 
with either Land Titles practice or United Church requirements or both. 

After the Archives you need to gather  
1. Contact information of the County, MD, village, or town so they can be approached 
2. Names and contact information of adjoining landowners in thre case of corners of fields 

and vacant lots so one can see if they are interested in purchasing same [see my 
comments attached] 

as ever 
GHT  


