
Cemeteries  
 The Cemeteries Act is  primarily focussed on commercial for profit cemeteries and 
mausoleums since some have sold burial plots with guarantees of lovely views and perpetual 
care only for the promoters to leave town with the cash. Thise are being weeded out Some 
churches have seen running a cemetery or especially a columbarium as a fund raiser. In 
Saskatchewan and Ontario they fall into that for profit category.but are exempt in Alberta. In 
addition to parsng the cemeteries Act section by section I will approach it on the style of Biblical 
interpretation and look at principles and why various parts are there.  
 While buying your plot well in advance will save your grieving loved ones stress, and 
ensure you are buried where you want, some salespeople of plots, headstones and indeed prepaid 
funeral plans rate with aluminum siding sellers and those who sell swamp land in Florida as 
shysters and rip off artists who pressure and bamboozle the elderly then either skip town or 
embark on fancy cemetery developments financed by other peoples money. Thus over ½ of the 
Act focusses on “for profit cemeteries”. It speaks of trust funds and keeping money separate 
which ups the ante if it is stolen and stops the owners creditors from taking it.  
 Unlike Saskatchewan there is little micromanagement of layouts [road widths and turn 
arounds 
3   No new cemetery may be established except by a religious auxiliary, religious denomination 
or municipality 
5 all cemeteries to be licensed  . 
12 plots ½ price for DSS recipients 
14 neither cemetery not plots can be seized for debts 
15 Whole cemetery is registered with LTO but not individual plots which the owner must lay out 
18 mechanism for getting sold but unused plots back [order of Registrar] 
20 winding up of Cemetery companies [unique to Alberta] 
22 only churches Municipalities or established cemeteries may buy a cemetery [trying weed out 
business types] 
32 Municipalities and churches do not have to maintain perpetual care funds. This is for private 
for profit cemeteries and is a difference with Saskatchewan where a Community of Faith who is 
making $$ from sale of plots or drawers in a columbarium are subject 
42 and on is sale of plots in advance. Again does not apply to churches or Municiplaities  
49 creates a director Saskatchewan call him a registrar 
60 allows for Cemetery Board one central board to regulate cemeteries 
66 Director may appoint administrator for Cemetery where owner has disappeaered or neglected 
same 
67 cancelling pre sold contracts  
70 travelling sales people selling plots and headstone 
71 other sleazy sales practice 
74 must say may I to transfer a cemetery 
75 messing with water supply 
76 penalties for vandalism disturbance   


