
R.M.’s & cemeteries 
 By in large, municipal councillors are well meaning, civically minded individuals who 
want to do what is right for their community. They are rarely the most successful and prosperous 
farmers since they are too busy and are not prepared to endure the hassle of the odd irate 
taxpayer. They are seldom the worst as the voters would find someone else [members are rarely 
elected since it is not a popular job] although once in a while a down & out farmer will be 
pressed to run as a make work quasi welfare project. More recently, acreage owners, and 
residents of hamlets [unincorporated communities or villages which due to rural depopulation 
lose their independence] and are either retired or with jobs in town have also wound up as 
councillors. There is a tension between these groups since acreages pay far less taxes but require 
equal services such as roads and the hamlet people also need street lights, water, sewer garbage 
disposal etc.   
 Up until lately they collectively wield more power than they do in their own operations. 
Spending 6 figure amounts on machinery or millions on roads or lagoons used to be more than 
they spend at home. A municipality usually had more employees than their farm but councillors 
have few HR skills. This is changing as farms get larger while municipalities have so far been 
immune to consolidation and “bigger is better. Most recently, environmental issues and an 
increase in acreages has meant more consideration of zoning and by laws by people who are not 
fond of rules.  
 As taxpayers themselves they are conscious of expenses and taking on additional 
responsibility. But they have odd priorities They will spend 6 figure amounts on machinery or 
millions on roads or lagoons but begrudge a few dollars on dead people. If they assume 
responsibility for a cemetery they have to  
• endure the criticism of both taxpayers who feel they are wasting money and those who 

feel aunt Gertrude’s grave has a few stray wisps of grass 
• send unionized heavy equipment operators to run 22" lawn mowers since the 12' rotary 

cutter pulled by a 100 hp tractor won’t fit. And wages are payable as they travel to the 
remote corners of the R.M. 

• obtain a summer student to do the work and supervise them 
• try to find and supervise an independent contractor who will see this as easy money 
• organize a local cemetary committee to look after it. This option is akin the herding cats 

and usually falls to the R.M administrator which is why assuming responsibility often 
meets a cool reception.  

 They will only be interested in assuming responsibility if there is some advantage to 
them. Meadow Lake Pastoral Charge was able to transfer the Sikup cemetery to the village of 
Dorintosh both since they need it on a current basis and the mayor’s late spouse is buried there. 
If the Cemetery is no longer used any inspection of the premises needs names of the deceased. 
Similarly we need to check the United Church archives for the funeral register from the 
adjoining [long torn down] church. We need a local contact so we can see if any of these 
deceased are ancestors of either councillors or prominent ratepayers who can assist us in 
lobbying the council to assume responsibility 


