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News from the Region:  November 13, 2024 

News of interest to the people of the Northern Spirit Region. 
If you have news or events to share, please write a short description, 

with a clear headline and a link to more information,  
and send it to northernspirit@united-church.ca. 

 
★ Add your local events to our Northern Spirit events calendar! ★ 

Click here to view upcoming events. And click here to submit your event. 

 

Family News 
 

★ Congrats to Athabasca United Church on becoming Affirming!   

Our Regional Council’s newest Two Spirit and LGBTQIA+ affirming ministry is Athabasca 
United Church which will hold the final step in its formal process on November 24 at a 

mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca
https://northernspiritrc.ca/community-of-faith-events-calendar/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/add-your-community-event/
http://www.athabascaunitedchurch.ca/
http://www.athabascaunitedchurch.ca/
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public service of celebration. As an Affirming ministry itself, Northern Spirit offers its 
congratulations! This was a journey taken with faith, integrity and care by the many 
across the entire congregation, and we’re delighted that there’s now official recognition 
of ministry that has been going on for a long time. We wish you many blessings on your 

continued path, at a time when Two Spirit, transgender, and other gender-diverse 
people need to hear more than ever that God’s love is for all, no exceptions. 
 

★ A reminder that Northern Spirit’s Affirming Committee is ready to support any 

ministry or person that wants to further their Affirming work, consider the process, or 
have thoughtful conversations. This includes online gatherings of Affirming or curious 
ministries and people (and hopefully an in-person gathering one day). You can contact 
them through the office: northernspirit@united-church.ca  Just put “Affirming 

Committee” in the subject line. Read more about their work here.  
 

★ Clarity on 100th anniversary package sent to communities of faith 

In October, many communities of faith or pastoral charges received communication 

from Brian Arthur Brown, chair of Friends of the United Church Foundation. The 
Regional Council notes that you are free to accept or ignore the invitation to plan a 
worship service, and offers some details on worship related to the United Church’s 
100th anniversary in 2025. Please click here to read and share the clarification. 

 
Community of Faith Present & Futures: how is your community of faith doing? If 
you would like to arrange a visit with the Pastoral Relations Minister and/or Pastoral 
Relations Commission to discuss your church's present situation or future visions, please 
contact the office to discuss possibilities and to schedule a meeting, either online or in 

person. 
 
What are your plans for the 100th anniversary? New resources available!  
We’re not far from turning 100! We have a Centenary resource and supports 

summary page up on the regional website, and that includes an invitation to share 
your events with everyone. And find here a short planning guide for communities of 
faith from our Northern and Prairie Regional Council archivists Erin Acland and Leanne 
Templeton. 
 

 

Wider Church News & Resources 

 

★ Advent Unwrapped liturgical resources   

As planning for Advent continues, or as the need for creative new liturgy comes up at 
the last moment, don’t forget to check out the United Church’s Advent Unwrapped and 

its many and diverse resource. All the resources are listed here, and there’s a Facebook 
community here.   
 

 

https://northernspiritrc.ca/programs/affirming-lgbtqia2s/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/programs/affirming-lgbtqia2s/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/clarity-on-100th-anniversary-package-sent-to-communities-of-faith/
mailto:northernspirit@united-church.ca?subject=Pastoral%20Relations%20Appointment
https://northernspiritrc.ca/100th-anniversary-resources/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/100th-anniversary-resources/
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/UCC-CentennialActivitySuggestionsTriRegion-Spring2024.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/UCC-CentennialActivitySuggestionsTriRegion-Spring2024.pdf
https://united-church.ca/worship-theme/advent-unwrapped
https://www.facebook.com/AdventUnwrapped/
https://www.facebook.com/AdventUnwrapped/
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★ Honouring Advent’s radical roots: Resources on Palestinian human rights, 

event on avoiding anti-Semitism 
As enormous violence continues in the Holy Land in Gaza and the West Bank, including 
Bethlehem, the United Network for Justice in Palestine and Israel is again offering an 
Advent candle-lighting liturgy for public worship and household prayers. Click here for a 

copy. Two songs, written by Rev Juanita Austin, are also available for public use: O 
Town of Bethlehem (YouTube link here) and Will You Grieve for Gaza (YouTube link). 
Here’s the PDF of lyrics for both songs, and an explanation. These biblical places are 
real communities that today are gripped by immense violence and trauma, and our 

Christian family and human rights activists in Palestine are asking us not to erase their 
lived realities as we re-tell our sacred stories.   
There is also a live national online event on Advent scripture and avoiding anti-Semitism 
coming up November 19 with Dr Amy-Jill Levine that will be a rich time of learning and 

discussion. Click here to register.  
 
Update on United Church policy on Palestine and Israel 
On October 19, the online meeting of General Council 44 adopted new policies related 
to Palestine and Israel. In summary, the United Church is: (1) adopting the strategies of 

Boycott, Divestment and Sanction (BDS) movement; and (2) responding positively to 
the request of NEW04 - Join the Apartheid Free Communities Movement; and (3) 
joining the consensus of the international human rights community in recognizing and 
rejecting Israel's apartheid system of laws and legal procedures towards the Palestinian 

people.  Please click here for more details, including a letter from the Moderator. These 
policies are an invitation to the entire church, not just the General Council, so we are all 
encouraged to be informed of the details. 
 
2025 UCC Calendars 
The 2025 Canadian Church Bilingual Calendar is here! Featuring stunning visuals of 
United Churches from coast to coast, this calendar showcases the beauty and diversity 
of our faith community. Stay organized with essential information like church seasons, 
liturgical colours, significant United Church Days, and lectionary dates. Looking for a 

unique fundraising opportunity for your community of faith? Receive 20% off on bulk 
orders of 50 or more calendars by using the code MYCHURCHCAL at checkout. This 
code is valid until November 15. The bookstore reports these calendars are over 50% 
sold out! 

 

In Case You Missed It:  

 
Survey on the Roles of the Moderator and General Secretary 
The task group reviewing the roles of the Moderator and General Secretary would love 

to hear your input regarding these important Offices of our denomination. We would be 
grateful if you would participate in this 7-minute survey by no later than November 
15, 2024. These recommendations will be presented to the General Council Executive 

https://mcusercontent.com/7f4ab9a5a57204972eba6a8cf/files/a5fdc19f-b7b5-e860-bbc0-f079bab43e8e/Advent_Candles_2024.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/7f4ab9a5a57204972eba6a8cf/files/a5fdc19f-b7b5-e860-bbc0-f079bab43e8e/Advent_Candles_2024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u--o8vFiSuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cw0Z5VDV7u0
https://livingskiesrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Juanita-Austin-Palestine-Gaza-music_11.24.pdf
https://united-church.ca/events/40-days-engagement-anti-racism-2024-live-events
https://united-church.ca/news/moderator-writes-pastoral-letter-support-general-councils-decision
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dc10e840916%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7C5f4acb7a60e24dba221908dced342a7d%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638646055533691962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c8PBxKdBow0CT3M075wrQnfF4H3H05Tlg2xoLcrX2Xg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D7412336efc%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbd5850d40a1349b3d23308dcf853c89f%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638658285960222074%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WFVu5gck4St6MkntBo9CpOUzrDxMGvfcOkGYpvEU57o%3D&reserved=0
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at their first meeting in 2025. If you have questions about this survey, please reach out 
to HumanResources@united-church.ca. 

 

Worship Resources:  
 
See United Church Worship Resources for upcoming Sundays and special celebrations. 
 

Twenty-sixth after Pentecost - November 17,2024 
Children's Sunday - November 17, 2024 

Transgender Day of Remembrance - November 20, 2024 
Reign of Christ - November 24, 2024 
World AIDS Day - December 1, 2024 
First Sunday of Advent - December 1, 2024 

UN International Day of Persons with Disabilities - December 3, 2024 
National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women - December 6, 
2024 
Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2024 
UN Human Rights Day - December 10, 2024 

 

* Click here to access Northern Spirit's 2024 Prayer Cycle 

 
  

• Click here to access past Newsletter issues. 
 

 

 
 

Notice: We have moved! 
The Regional Council office has moved into a smaller space as of April 2024.  

Our new mailing address is: 
8510 95 Ave NW, 

Edmonton, AB 
T6C 1Y7 

Our phone number has also changed. The new office number is:  
1(800) 268-3781, extension 6029. 

Email remains the same: NorthernSpirit@united-church.ca. 
 

 

mailto:HumanResources@united-church.ca
https://united-church.ca/worship-resources?goal=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599&mc_cid=6a3e0202e3&mc_eid=cf6d5068f8&utm_source=E-Newsletters&utm_campaign=6a3e0202e3-ES230307&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53a49c9e28-6a3e0202e3-189549599
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dc7491a104f%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbd5850d40a1349b3d23308dcf853c89f%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638658285960389806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=54KY%2BTKKQDntvbxgbD%2BuGkZ2nGLeK4eesHaF2Mu87oU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Dca4a07499a%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbd5850d40a1349b3d23308dcf853c89f%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638658285960407750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0S9tc0J7pyyu55BsupV5tZtT7WFIbxP6q43Nc%2FjhCqI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Da2582dec16%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbd5850d40a1349b3d23308dcf853c89f%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638658285960426168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4wUv3%2BdroiigYGVSBNQGQz8t6gLkIFnp0WNMgzmVEAk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Debf9af5420%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbd5850d40a1349b3d23308dcf853c89f%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638658285960443699%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jla3Q1wwi7Nx99A0X16MnKnIsrYqfA2kqBIaIdEBkps%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D81d18fbea4%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Cbd5850d40a1349b3d23308dcf853c89f%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638658285960462713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rSk3Wa8T1%2FTrimNR1EV1PC4Q9SJUYqp9xuysUqEuIgw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D95b46a822b%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca4f7fa8726bb423e1d3d08dd034cd2a0%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638670350701685950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8lFotBCzLwPKeIKmrhOhZUrx3QvI05QJsn6GJ%2Fijk7M%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D21178d9fae%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca4f7fa8726bb423e1d3d08dd034cd2a0%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638670350701917467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NBDfTYole1uBERePZuy9322tXBJSqelV7c%2FMXScA9G0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D21178d9fae%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca4f7fa8726bb423e1d3d08dd034cd2a0%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638670350701917467%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NBDfTYole1uBERePZuy9322tXBJSqelV7c%2FMXScA9G0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D6f7cf0ce5b%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca4f7fa8726bb423e1d3d08dd034cd2a0%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638670350701948343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rjo6pl6oJryFHYa5tLnQlVDr0RDxLecEt08nt1%2Bk7WY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D6f7cf0ce5b%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca4f7fa8726bb423e1d3d08dd034cd2a0%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638670350701948343%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rjo6pl6oJryFHYa5tLnQlVDr0RDxLecEt08nt1%2Bk7WY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3D68cf91e216%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca4f7fa8726bb423e1d3d08dd034cd2a0%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638670350701961982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sTywTcBH2S%2F%2B53d7V1Uanda8jM3vE6Sau8l96JgQU0Q%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Funited-church.us3.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8%26id%3Df100eaf27a%26e%3D65d3c34074&data=05%7C02%7Cchburns%40united-church.ca%7Ca4f7fa8726bb423e1d3d08dd034cd2a0%7Ccf18b5a826784011931215f0f7157574%7C0%7C0%7C638670350701975081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VE2Sg89m6ceYW3wL24Gh1pwzm9i6%2Fd8X3OBlWtrsxZo%3D&reserved=0
https://northernspiritrc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Northern-Spirit-Prayer-Cycle-2024.pdf
https://northernspiritrc.ca/news/newsletters/


Northern Spirit Regional Council Weekly Newsletter: NEWS Edition, November 13, 2024 

5 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Image Credits:  Archangel Michael with a horn trumpet and an orb, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a 
project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-
imagelink.pl?RC=54480 [retrieved November 12, 2024]. Original source: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Faras_-
_Archangel_Michael_with_a_horn_trumpet_and_an_orb_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg. 
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Northern Spirit Regional Council Office 

8510 95 Ave NW  Edmonton  Alberta 

 1(800) 268-3781 ext. 6029 

northernspirit@united-church.ca 

www.northernspiritrc.ca 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54480
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54480
https://mailchi.mp/united-church/northernspiritsignup
http://www.northernspiritrc.ca/
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